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President's Message 


Peter Shalit <president@gesneriadsociety.org> 
Seattle, Washington, USA 


The first week of July is the high point of my year. It's Gesneriad 
Convention Time, a week of total immersion in the gesneriad world, a 
chance to enjoy the plants and people that are so important to me. Let's give 
three cheers to the Convention Committee for organizing a super week of 
gesneriad activities in Miami this past July. When an event appears to run as 
smoothly as this recent convention, it's easy to take it for granted, but we 
need to recognize and appreciate all the hard work done behind the scenes. 


In this issue of GESNERIADS you'll find reports on the events of the 
Miami Convention, the flower show award winners, and a summary of 
Gesneriad Society Board activities. If you missed the Convention, you'll 
want to purchase our Convention 2007 CD-ROM, with PowerPoint and 
image collections of the programs, activities, and flower show. To order see 
page 52, or order online at <www.gesneriadsociety.org>. You'll see what all 
the excitement is about, and I hope you'll decide to join us in 2008 for 
Convention in Denver. 


The Miami Convention was particularly special for me because I had the 
honor of being elected the 20th President of The Gesneriad Society. It's an 
exciting time to be President. Our Society is emerging from several years of 
transition and rebuilding. We now can be proud to have an entirely new Web 
Site, a reorganized and revitalized Seed Fund, and an enlarged program of 
education including not only 35 mm slide rentals but educational CD-ROM's. 
Our Finance Committee has been reborn, and the management of our endow- 
ment funds is being updated. Our Journal, GESNERIADS, gets even better with 
every issue, and we are planning to distribute copies of some issues in elec- 
tronic, searchable format, enhancing its value as a reference. Our Gesneriad 
Registers have been updated and will soon be available in both print and 
electronic form. A revision of our Judges Manual is also in the works. 


In addition, I am proud to announce our new manual "How to Know and 
Grow Gesneriads" which makes its debut with this issue of GESNERIADS. This 
is a completely rewritten and enhanced version of a publication put out by 
the Society many years ago. It is the product of countless hours of hard work 
by many gesneriad enthusiasts. Thanks to a generous grant from the 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum Chapter in New Jersey, every current member of 
The Gesneriad Society is receiving a copy with this issue of GESNERIADS. In 
the future, every new member of The Gesneriad Society will receive a copy 
of "How to Know and Grow Gesneriads". Additional copies will be available 
for sale through the Society and at retail locations. 


We have come a long way in the past few years, but the work continues. 
Our Society, now well into its second fifty years, needs to strive to stay fresh 
and vital and relevant in the 21st Century. In my new role as President, I 
want to hear from you. What is our Society doing right, what are we doing 
wrong, what can we do better, what new initiatives might we undertake, what 
new benefits might we offer our members? I welcome your suggestions, and 
don't be surprised if I ask you to help carry them out. The Gesneriad Society 
may seem to run effortlessly, but just like our recent convention, it is the 
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product of lots of hard work by a core group laboring behind the scenes. We 
are a nonprofit, volunteer organization. Do you have some time free to 
donate to us, a skill we could use? Be a "worker", not a "lurker"! 

Please feel free to email me at <presi- 
dent @ gesneriadsociety.org> and visit my 
Blog at <http://gezprez.blogspot.com/> where 
you will find my ongoing diary on issues of 
importance to The Gesneriad Society, with the 
opportunity to leave your comments. I look 
forward to hearing from you. 


Good growing, 


Our 


Society Web Site Update 


Julie Mavity-Hudson, Webmaster 
<info@gesneriadsociety.org> 


Our Society Web Site <www.gesneriadsociety.org> has been updated 
with a recap of our exciting 2007 Convention. I hope that you get a chance to 
visit it soon and share in the fun of the Miami Convention. 

We are working on improving online convention registration, among 
other things, based on feedback received at the Internet Communications 
Committee meeting in Miami. Your input is always welcome. Send me your 
comments and suggestions at the email address above. 


In particular, we are looking at adding value to the Members' Area 
<http://gesneriadsociety.org/MemberArea>. To log on, your Username is 
your Member ID, which is on the mailing label of each journal issue. Your 
password is your last name, with the first letter capitalized (if you've changed 
your password, use the one you've selected). If you've forgotten your pass- 
word, you can have it reset by clicking on "Forgot Your Password?" on the 
member logon page, and your password will be emailed to you. If you have 
problems with logging on, contact Bob Clark, Membership Secretary, at 
<membership @ gesneriadsociety.org>. 


We hope you enjoy our updated Web Site. 


ADVERTISERS DIRECTORY 


Belisle's Violet House McKinney's Glassehouse 
Kartuz Greenhouses Mrs Strep Streps 


Lauray of Salisbury Out of Africa 
Logan Nursery 
Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc. ............ 29 
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Convention Board Review 2007 


Allison Brigham <abrigham@usgs.gov> 
Recording Secretary, The Gesneriad Society 
Golden, Colorado, USA 


The Gesneriad Society held its 51st Annual Convention at the Hilton 
Miami Airport Hotel in Miami, Florida, USA. President Carol Ann Bonner 
led the Society's Board at its July 3rd and 6th meetings. Newly elected 
President Peter Shalit presided over the July 8th meeting. The annual meet- 
ing of the General Membership convened on Friday, July 6th. 


The Board elected the following officers to two-year terms ending in 
2009: Peter Shalit, President; Paul Susi, Second Vice President, and Allison 
Brigham, Recording Secretary. The other three Officers continue in their cur- 
rent positions for another year. There were no changes in Committee Chairs. 


The Board rescinded outdated standing rules pertaining to conventions. 
In other actions, the Board dissolved the Botanical Review Committee, 
replacing it with an editorial staff member to review recently published ges- 
neriad literature and periodically prepare a summary report for GESNERIADS; 
approved next year's Nominating Committee, with Suzie Larouche as Chair; 
authorized the Finance Committee to establish a brokerage account with 
Charles Schwab to consolidate and assist in managing the Society's invest- 
ments as needed; and finalized and approved the Society's 2008 budget, 
assisted by Treasurer Becky Fontes. 


The anticipated new edition of the manual "How to Know and Grow 
Gesneriads" is in final production and scheduled for distribution to members 
in 2007. The Frelinghuysen Arboretum Chapter generously contributed 
$5,500 to ensure that each member receives a copy of the new manual, and 
in 2006 the Board approved the Society's paying the balance of publication 
costs (up to $7,000). Additional copies will be available for sale to individu- 
als, chapters, botanic gardens, and other organizations for re-sale. 


Molly Schneider presented 2007 Awards of Appreciation to Suzie 
Larouche, Dee and Bob Stewart at the General Membership meeting. See the 
article on page 26 of this issue. 


The Membership voted to accept the Nominating Committee's Slate of 
Directors for the three-year term ending in 2010: Alan LaVergne, Ingrid 
Lindskog, Bill Price, Peter Shalit, Kathy Spissman, Paul Susi, and Beverley 
Williams. 


Everyone is encouraged to plan to come early and stay late for the 52nd 
Annual Convention in Denver, 2008! 


Seed Fund Key 


Alpine or cool greenhouse (LM) Low to medium height 
Suitable for hanging basket ) Medium height; | to 2 feet 
Has dormant period, forming Medium to tall 

tubers or rhizomes ( Petite or miniature; under 6" 


Blooms readily in fluorescent light Rosette in form 
Recommended for greenhouses; Requires sun to bloom 
requires space Tall plants; generally over 3 feet 
Requires humidity and warmth Unifoliate or single leaf 
Low growing; not more than 12" Leaves may be variegated 
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Seed Fund 


Gussie Farrice <hybrids@gesneriadsociety.org> 
Carolyn Ripps <species@gesneriadsociety.org> 


Both Seed Fund Co-Chairs and other members of the Board have 
returned from two trips as we write this message. The first trip was an expe- 
dition to Ecuador with John L. Clark who is working on the taxonomy of the 
Gesneriads of Ecuador. The trip began at the end of May and lasted until the 
beginning of June (more about that expedition in the next issue of 
GESNERIADS). The study trip was very successful as we were able to find 19 
of the 31 known genera to grow in Ecuador. The Seed Fund Species Co- 
Chair Carolyn Ripps was especially busy collecting berries and capsules and 
processing them so that we will have fresh seed to distribute to researchers 
and the Seed Fund. 


We no sooner returned from Ecuador, washed our going-into-the-woods 
clothes and tended to our plants and families, that we repacked and headed 
off to Convention in beautiful Miami. We hope that everyone was happy 
with the huge selection of seed that we brought with us. If you were not able 
to find what you wanted at Convention, check out the current lists for more 
offerings. 


When ordering, please be sure to include your membership number 
which is on the top left side of the mailing label. Having to verify member- 
ship status can be time consuming for the Seed Fund Co-Chairs. Also, if you 
are ordering more than five packets of seed, please include a letter-sized, 
stamped, self-addressed return envelope. We have received orders for twenty 
five packets, with small return envelopes, which makes it difficult to send the 
order. Please be sure to list alternates as we are not able to issue refunds and 
will have to issue credit slips if you pay by check. This is not a problem if 
you pay with a credit card. 


We wish to thank the following who have recently contributed to the 
Seed Fund: Marilyn Allen, Atlanta Botanical Garden, Carol Ann Bonner, 
Irma Burnett, Karyn Cichocki, John L. Clark, Ray Drew, Robert Hall, 
Charles Hart, Bonita Hutcheson, Jeanne Katzenstein, Paul Kroll, Leong Tuck 
Lock, Dave Moody, Carolyn Ripps, Lee Stradley, Wallace Wells, Brian and 
Maureen Wilson. 


Seed Packets — $2.00 each 


Please 
Make checks payable to the The Gesneriad Society in U.S. funds 
To pay by credit card, send your credit card number, expiration date, and 
signature, and indicate if the card is Mastercard or Visa ($6.00 minimum) 
Provide a self-addressed, stamped envelope (non-U.S. orders will have the 
postage added to their credit card bill) 
List alternate choices 
Include your membership number (first number on your mailing label) 


Note 
¢ There is a limit of one seed packet of a single variety per order 
e There is a limit of 25 seed packets per order 
e There is a household limit of 50 seed packets per calendar year 
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Seed Fund — Hybrids 


Achimenes (D) 
¢ hybrid mix (B,L) 
¢ longiflora x 'Klaus Neuber' 
Aeschynanthus (B) 
¢ hybrid, lg orange/red 
Chirita 
¢ caliginosa x sericea (LM) 
‘Dreamtime’ x self (sp. 'New York' 
x flavimaculata) 
Chrysothemis (F,LM) 
¢ pulchella hybrid mix 
hybrid mix 
Columnea (B) 
'Bold Adventure’ x self 
hybrids (orange) 
Episcia (H,L,B,F) 
¢ cupreata hybrids x ‘Suomi’ 
cupreata hybrids mix 
¢ hybrid mix 
mixed hybrids (5 crosses) 
Eucodonia (D,F,P) 
hybrid mix 
Gesneria (H,F,L) 
'Flashdance' 
e 'Sundrop' 
Kohleria (D) 
¢ hybrid mix 
Seemannia 
¢ (sylvatica x purpurascens 
GRF 9670) x self 
Sinningia (D) 
canescens x leucotricha 'Max 
Dekking' 
cardinalis x glazioviana 
cardinalis ‘Innocent’ x iarae (LM) 
(cardinalis 'Skydiver' x iarae) x self 
eumorpha hybrids mix (F,R) 
© glazioviana x iarae F2 
glazioviana x leopoldii F2 (LM) 
(sellovii x ‘Apricot Bouquet’) x self 
* warmingii x curtiflora F2 
‘Angora Love' x ‘Margaret’ (L) 
‘Anne Crowley’ (F,L) 
‘Apricot Bouquet’ seedling x 
‘Apricot Bouquet’ (LM) 
‘Apricot Bouquet’ x self (LM) 
(‘Apricot Bouquet' x self) x self 
(LM) 
(‘Apricot Bouquet’ x self) x 
conspicua (F,L) 
(‘Apricot Bouquet’ x self) x 
(conspicua x eumorpha) (F,L) 
‘Bewitched’ x self (F,L) 
(‘Cheryl's Cherry Chips' x 'Buffy’) 


x self 
'Cheryl's Pink Beauty' x self 
‘Claire's Choice' x self 
'Delta Fox' x self (F,P) 
'Desafinado' x self 
'Diego' (red) (F,L) 
'Diego' (pink) 
'Dollbaby' (F,P) 
'Doris' F3 x self 
'Good Pink' x self (F,L) 
‘Jubilee’ x self (F,L) 
'Krezdorn Yellow' x self (L) 
‘Krishna’ x self 
'Leo B' x self 
‘Little Imp' (F,P) 
'Maiden's Blush’ x self (F,P) 
‘Mark Twain' x self 
‘Mother of Pearl’ x self (F,P) 
‘Mothers Day' x self (F,L) 
‘Pale Beauty’ x self (L) 
'Pink Ice' (F,P) 
‘Premier Pink' x self (F,P) 
‘Pure Pink' x self (F,P) 
‘Ruby Red! x self (F,P) 
‘Scarlet Sunset' (F,P) 
‘Super Orange’ x self 
'Tampa Bay Beauty' x self (L) 
'Ted Bona’ x self (F, P) 
‘Georgia Sunset’ hybrid mix 
"Hummingbird Mix" 
miniature hybrid mix (F,P) 
miniature hybrid mix (lav/purple 
(F, P) 
pink hybrid mix 
peloric hybrid mix 
peloric hybrid mix, red 
Super Mini F5 
Sinningia speciosa hybrids (F,R) 
blue mix 
mini 
lavender 
pink 
¢ purple 
red 
rose 
white 
orchid/purple mix 
pink mix 
pink/white mix 
pink dwarf 
purple peloric 
purple w/spots 
red mix 
red w/spots 
red w/white edge 
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white w/red spots 
white/lavender 
"California Minis" 
Chiltern hybrid 

blue slipper 

lavender slipper 

pink slipper 

red slipper 

purple slipper 

mixed slipper 

AC1503 x speciosa 'Regina' 
Small's dwarf mix 
Charles Lawn hybrid mix 
Early Giant mix 

Jack Evans purple mix 
Jack Evans red mix 
mixed hybrids 


Smithiantha (D) 


‘Little One' (F,L) 
hybrid mix (F,L,M) 


Streptocarpus 


‘Amethyst’ x self 

(‘Amethyst' x self) x self 

'Bethan' x self (R) 

‘Black Panther’ x self 

‘Bristol's Gum Drop' x self 

‘Bristol's Hey Mei' x self 

‘Bristol's Hot Rod' x self 

‘Bristol's Luv It' x self 

‘Bristol's Popsicle’ x self (R) 

‘Bristol's Ripe Melon’ x self 

‘Canterbury Surprise’ x self (V) 

‘Canterbury Surprise’ x 'Coral Flair 
(V) 

'Cape Beauties’ x self (F,P) 

‘Charlotte’ x 'Northwoods Bear-ly 
Salmon’ 

'‘Demeter' x self (R) 

‘Electric Blue’ x self 

‘Falling Stars' x self (R) 

'Fancy Pants' x self 

'Fernwoods Bam Bam' x modesta 

'Fernwoods Fairy Princess’ x self 

"Franken Jane Elizabeth’ x self 

"Franken Stacey’ x self 

'Iced Ice Baby’ x 'Emily' 

(‘Iced Texas Twilight’ x 'Christmas 
Day’) x self 

‘Joker’ x self 

'Karen' x self 

"Kitten Face' x self (R) 


! 


'Lyn's Ruby Red' x self 

‘Midnight Flame' x self 

‘Mini Pink Fu' x self (R) 

‘Northwoods Bear-ly Salmon’ x self 

‘Northwoods Bear-ly Salmon' x 
"Velma' 


"Northwoods Plum Frosted' x 'Velma' 


‘Park's Holiday Hybrid’ x self 
‘Party Doll’ x self (R) 

‘Passion Pink' x self 

‘Pegasus’ x self (R) 

‘Popsicle’ x self 

‘Royal’ (red) (R) 

'Royal' (white/pink stripes) (R) 
‘Sandra’ x self (R) 

‘Scarlet Glitter’ x unknown 
‘Spooky’ x self 

'Thalia' x self (R) 

'Ulysses' x self (R) 

jJohannis x unknown 
montigena x rexii natural hybrid 
(primulifolius x rexii) x self 
rexil x gardenii 

rexii hybrids (F,R) 

Wiesmoor hybrids (F,R) 
hybrid, It blue/dk blue lines (R) 
hybrid, lg burgundy (R) 
hybrid, lg purple (R) 

hybrid, lg white (R) 

hybrid, pink/pink 

hybrid, red 

hybrid, red x self 

hybrid, white/pink x self 
hybrid mix (F,R) 

New Zealand hybrid mix (F,R) 


Subgenus Streptocarpella 


caulescens x pallidiflorus (natural 
hybrid) 

hybrids 

"White Butterfly’ x self 


Intergenerics 


Paliavana prasinata x Sinningia 
macropoda MP 944 

Paliavana prasinata x Sinningia 
reitzii MP 949 

Sinningia reitzii x Paliavana 
tenuiflora 


Mixed gesneriads 


denotes LIMITED quantities 


Send orders for hybrid seed from the following list to: 
Gussie Farrice 
121 Nelson Avenue 
Staten Island, NY 10308 
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Cool Gesneriads in Hot Miami 


Charlene Marietti <cwmarietti@comcast.net> 


Medford, New Jersey, USA 


Bringing together plant experts, well-grown plants and artistic expression, 
the 2007 Convention offered something for everyone. 


Midsummer may not be the best time to visit Miami, but the plants were 
in fine form at "Hot Gesneriads in Cool Miami", The Gesneriad Society's 
51st Convention hosted by the Caribbean Basin African Violet and 
Gesneriad Society. No covered containers were necessary to grow Episcias 
in that hot, humid climate; and the nice big specimens of Columneas and 
Chrysothemis at the show told of year-round temperatures closer to their 
places of origin. While Northerners lamented their inherent disadvantages to 
growing such plants, Florida growers lamented their difficulties with the cool 
growers such as Chiritas, Petrocosmeas, and Streptocarpus! 


Although some of the 146 convention-goers didn't seem too bothered by 
the heat, those who are genetically heat-challenged all but melted in puddles 
— or returned home with heat rashes. But the wall of heat and humidity wasn't 
noticeable for those who never left the hotel where temperatures were meat- 
locker cold. As a result, sales were brisk for the new denim shirts with The 
Gesneriad Society logo, especially for those who didn't bring sweaters. (The 
word from hotel management was that cool temperatures were necessary 
"to keep the elevators running". Still, they must not have had the tempera- 
tures set low enough as the elevators had a mind of their own on several 
occasions. ) 


Gesneriad Society conventions kick off with judging schools, but you 
needn't be a judge or an aspiring judge to attend. They're full of information, 
and it's an excellent way to learn more about this plant family and how to 
hone growing and showing skills. Sections for novice, intermediate/advanced 
and special workshops (led by Bill Price, Dale Martens, and Arleen Dewell 
and Paul Kroll, respectively) were designed to accommodate all levels of 
judging skills and to revise the standards for each judging level. 


Education is a large aspect of a Gesneriad Society convention, but atten- 
dees also go to see and buy new species and hybrids. The Gesneriad 
Hybridizers Association (GHA) meeting is one place top gesneriad hybridiz- 
ers share their work and their goals. Hosted by hybridizer extraordinaire Dale 
Martens, this year's meeting featured Thad Scaggs and his new Episcia 
hybrids. A trademark of this meeting's close is distribution of cuttings and 
seedlings. The meeting is open to everyone, with no membership require- 
ments. 


Thursday's trip out and about Miami included a trip to Fairchild Tropical 
Botanic Garden, with a narrated tram ride through the acres of microcli- 
mates, followed by lunch and the opportunity to peruse the plants on offer at 
Palm Hammock Orchid Estates nursery. But this was just a foretaste of sales 
to come for most attendees. Thursday evening was the traditional opening of 
plant sales with the established practice of the entrance line being formed 
according to registration number with admission to the sales room in groups 
of ten. Many people who were lined up vowed to register earlier next year to 
get the coveted lower numbers for earlier admission. 
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Charlene Marietti (wearing her new Gesneriad Society denim shirt) enjoys 
a buffet with friends Carol Schreck, Jo Anne Martinez and many others 


Dale Martens GHA raffle winners Thad Scaggs 
GHA Speaker making their selections GHA Speaker 


Sue Samuels (Special Events Chair) with some conventioneers 
on the tram tour of Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden 
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Jan Mink (Flower Show 
Co-Chair) and Allan Mink Bob Clark (Registration Chair) 
(Local Convention Chair) helping Jan at Registration 


<= = ' 

fe 

i. we | ) 
"1 * k + ik Pa 
55 ee, = 5 | 


Nancy Kast (Plant Sales Chair) with assistants Bill Price (Flower Show Co- 
Dee Barnes-Vincent and Jerry Kast Chair) visiting Plant Sales 


But there was no need to worry. There were thousands of plants, 
seedlings, rhizomes and cuttings. The sales room, overseen this year by 
Nancy Kast and her volunteers, offered diversity and a broad range of 
hybrids and species — from newly hybridized plants such as Lee Stradley's 
super-compact Streptocarpus 'Fernwood's Silhouette’ to seedlings of an 
Amalophyllon species collected by Ron Myhr in Belize in 2005. There also 
were quite a few of Glenn Barnes' Episcia 'Pink Smoke' seedlings. This is a 
distinctive new hybrid that won its stripes both in the flower show — where 
the full-grown plant won "Best Episcia" — and at the Saturday live auction 
where bidders competed to claim it as their own. 

And then there was the show, co-chaired by Bill Price and Janis Mink. 
There were many lovely horticultural and design entries. Exhibitors filled 
show tables with 118 horticultural entries and 42 in the artistic and arts divi- 
sions. One educational and one commercial entry rounded out a show 
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distinctive on at least two points. One was the number of large species on dis- 
play. Among them was a distinctive and fleetingly floriferous Nautilocalyx 
species with large, red-rimmed leaves exhibited by Nancy Kast whose grow- 
ing skills earned her the Sweepstakes Award in Horticulture. Two was the 
large number of photographs exhibited. The show was judged by thirteen 
teams of judges, each team of three ably assisted by two clerks. 

Among the 43 exhibitors, Arleen Dewell took Best in Show with her 
Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope' which she had transported from Vancouver. It 
was a bit droopy on arrival, she noted later, but said it perked right up on 
removal from its traveling box. A bit of grooming left a plant everyone could 
admire. And they did. 


Bev Williams (Entries Chair) 
assisted by Emma Bygott 


Susan Grose & Jon Dixon 
(Classification Co-Chairs) 


Charlene Boses (Staging/Placement Chair, 
seated) assisted by Mike Boses Karyn Cichocki 
and Mary Helen Maran (Judges Chair) 
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Speakers (left to right): 
Glenn Barnes, Tim Tuttle, Peter Shalit 


One Friday lecture brought together three speakers (Glenn Barnes, Peter 
Shalit and Tim Tuttle) to deal with the nitty-gritty aspects of growing and 
showing gesneriads: 


Glenn shared his plant transport tips. To move a cascading plant such as 
a Columnea, he recommends using a sleeve — either commercial plastic or 
homemade from newspaper. To get the plant in the sleeve, simply put your 
hand in the center of the pot, up-end the entire plant and slip the sleeve over 
the pot and foliage. Invert it and voila! — it's a transportable plant. 

Newly elected Gesneriad Society president Peter Shalit shared insider 
tips for propagating Chiritas. The secret, he says, is to keep them on the dry 
side. In addition to images, he brought along plants of one of his Chirita 
hybrids, mom and babies, and demonstrated how to separate and plant them. 
Anticipating the high interest, he came with a set of computer-generated 
numbers which he used to distribute the seedlings he had used. 

Had plastic box manufacturers known about Tim Tuttle's presentation, 
they would have stocked their shelves better. Tim shared his experience 
using clear, rather-shallow plastic storage boxes to propagate all kinds of 
gesneriads, but especially individual scales of rhizomes. This is a neat trick 
all by itself, but Tim might as well have waved a magic wand with his next 
bit of information. He stacks the boxes on his plant stands and says the 
seedlings get enough light and do just fine until they're big enough to pot up. 
(Needless to say, this set off a firestorm on the Gesneriphiles listserv as soon 
as conference attendees got home wanting to discuss box sizes and suppliers.) 
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Other lectures enabled convention goers to expand their gesneriad 
knowledge and growing techniques: Tim Anderson discussed growing 
"Gesneriads in South Florida", Ron Myhr presented "The Wonderful World 
of Gesneriads", and Karyn Cichocki demonstrated planting artistically 
designed "Terrariums". 


Saturday's luncheon honored commercial gesneriad growers and fea- 
tured a live auction as the main attraction. The plant material was choice and 
included collections of plants, seedlings or cuttings of new and interesting 
species and hybrids of all types, including donations of show plants from 
some exhibitors. Other items of high interest included a picture book of 
Streptocarpus, designed, published and donated by Kenji Hirose who is con- 
sidering publishing the book outside Japan. 


Bidding throughout was fierce as auctioneer Bill Price and several assis- 
tants orchestrated the event which benefits the Elvin McDonald Research 
Endowment Fund. The top bidder for Bill Price's much-admired show plant 
of Streptocarpus saxorum variegated paid $100 for the privilege of adding it 
to his collection. Dale Marten's "New Hybrid Collection" tallied the highest 
bid, adding $350 to the Fund. 

The convention wound down on Saturday evening with a trip to 
Pinecrest Gardens (formerly known as Parrot Jungle) where visitors were 
taken on a guided tour by horticulturist Craig Morell, followed by a buffet 
dinner at Evelyn Greer Park where steel drums and key lime pie linked the 
convention's end tightly to south Florida. The 2007 Convention was over, but 
most attendees were already thinking about getting together again next year 
in Denver. 


QA 


Conventioneers amidst the pies Foliece! at Pinecrest Gardens 


Convention photos courtesy of Julie Mavity-Hudson, Dale Martens, 


Ron Myhr, Bob Stewart, as well as Bob Clark, Paul Susi, 
Karyn Cichocki, Mike Boses, and others. 
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Jo Anne Martinez Arleen Dewell Nancy Kast 
(Awards Chair) (Best in Show) (Horticulture Sweepstakes) 
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One of the thirteen flower show judging teams 
(Vladimir Kalgin, Bob Stewart, Dale Martens, Pam Braun, Susan Grose) 
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Flower Show Awards 


Jo Anne Martinez, Awards Chairperson 
<4jam@ tampabay.rr.com> Tampa, Florida, USA 


This year's show was small but still stunning. There were several 
exhibits that I had never seen in any show and even one Nautilocalyx species 
that no one could identify. The designs were exquisite, and it was nice to be 
able to find line material in our travels. A special thank you for the many 
generous award donations from members and chapters. I was able to recog- 
nize so many outstanding exhibits and add some special awards that the 
judges wanted to give. This year the endowed award from the Frelinghuysen 
Arboretum Gesneriad Society in memory of Maryjane Evans for the Best 
Gesneriad Exhibiting Fruit was not awarded. It is not too early to start plan- 
ning for next year. I also want to especially thank Mina Menish for helping 
me compile my awards as well as Lynne Wilson and Carol Schreck who 
joined us late Friday afternoon. 


The awards from the 2007 Convention Flower Show held in Miami are 
as follows: 


SPECIAL AWARDS 


SWEEPSTAKES IN HORTICULTURE - to Nancy Kast with 7 blue ribbons, a cash award 
from the New England Chapter in memory of Jessie Crisafulli 


Three of the seven blue- 
ribbon entries that earned 
Nancy Kast Horticulture 
Sweepstakes (each of these 
also received a section 
award): Chirita Collection 
(Best Collection); 
Nautilocalyx species 

(Best New World Tuberous 
in Flower); Columnea 
minutiflora (Best New 
World Fibrous-Rooted 
Gesneriad in Flower) 
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RUNNER-UP TO SWEEPSTAKES IN HORTICULTURE - to Thad Skaggs with 3 blue rib- 
bons, a cash award from Karyn Cichocki in honor of Ben Paternoster who teaches us so much 

BEST IN SHOW - to Arleen Dewell for Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope', a cash award from the 
Long Island Chapter in memory of Joe Svitak, and a cash award from the Delta Gesneriad & 
African Violet Society 

RUNNER-UP TO BEST IN SHOW - to Jo Anne Martinez for Columnea 'Frosty Hills', a cash 
award from Paul Susi in honor of the Caribbean Basin AV and Gesneriad Society 

BEST ARTISTIC — to Olive Ma Robinson for her arrangement "Everglades", a cash award from 
Allan and Janis Mink, and a cash award from Marcia Belisle in memory of Ruth Jo McCoy 

RUNNER-UP TO BEST ARTISTIC — to Bob Clark for his arrangement "Hurricanes", a cash 
award from the Twin Cities Chapter 

BEST IN ARTS - to Marcie Busch for her watercolor of Chirita brassicoides ‘Marble Leaf’, a 
cash award from the Atlanta Interest Group 

RUNNER-UP TO BEST IN ARTS -— to Laura Buckner for her Counted Cross-Stitch Storage 
Box, a cash award from Ben Paternoster in appreciation of Paul Susi, Editor & Subscriptions, 
and Jacquie Eisenhut, Production & Distribution, for Appraisal 

BEST IN COMMERCIAL/EDUCATIONAL -— to Wallace Wells for his educational exhibit 
"Henckelia — Jewels of the Orient", a cash award from Lee Stradley in honor of Arleen 
Dewell 

BEST NEW WORLD TUBEROUS GESNERIAD IN FLOWER - to Nancy Kast for 
Nautilocayx species, a cash award from Karyn Cichocki in memory of Norma Chenkin, and a 
cash award from the Greater New York Chapter in memory of Marty and Zelda Mines 

BEST NEW WORLD RHIZOMATOUS GESNERIAD IN FLOWER - to Arleen Dewell for 
Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope’, a cash award from the Mt. Hood Chapter, and a cash award from 
the Delaware AV and Gesneriad Society 

BEST NEW WORLD FIBROUS-ROOTED GESNERIAD IN FLOWER - to Nancy Kast for 
Columnea minutiflora, a cash award from Dale Martens, and a cash award from the Greater 
New York Chapter in memory of Floss Dworkin 

BEST OLD WORLD GESNERIAD IN FLOWER -— to Paul Kroll for Petrocosmea minor, a 
cash award from Judy Fox in memory of Stanley Schwartz, and a cash award from Becky 
Fontes 

BEST GESNERIAD GROWN FOR ORNAMENTAL QUALITIES — to Jo Anne Martinez for 
Columnea 'Frosty Hills', a cash award from the Greater New York Chapter in memory of 
Norma Chenkin 

BEST NEW GESNERIAD ~— to Bill Price for Amalophyllon species (dark foliage form), a cash 
award from Ben Paternoster in appreciation of judges, clerks, and flower show staff at the 
Miami Convention, and a cash award from Susie Larouche in honor of Doris Brownlie and 
Daphne Yaremko for their contribution in educating members and non-members about gesne- 
riads 

BEST LESSER-KNOWN GESNERIAD - to Bill Price for Sinningia defoliata, a cash award 
from the Frelinghuysen Arboretum Gesneriad Society in memory of Maryjane Evans, and a 
cash award from the Northern Illinois Gesneriad Society 

BEST COLLECTION OF GESNERIADS - to Nancy Kast for her Chirita Collection, a cash 
award from Janis and Allan Mink, and a cash award from the San Francisco Gesneriad 
Chapter 

BEST GESNERIAD GROWN BY A NOVICE - to David Moody for Streptocarpus 'Fernwood's 
Minuet’, a cash award from the Heart of America Chapter 

BEST ARRANGEMENT OF FRESH CUT AND/OR GROWING MATERIAL - to Olive Ma 
Robinson for "South Beach Art Deco", a cash award from Peter Shalit in memory of Floss 
Dworkin, and a cash award from Judy Fox in memory of Evelyn Clawson 

BEST ARRANGEMENT OF FRESH CUT MATERIAL - to Paul Kroll for "Reefs", a cash 
award from Becky Fontes, and a cash award from Allan and Janis Mink 

BEST ARRANGEMENT OF GROWING GESNERIADS - to Olive Ma Robinson for 
"Everglades", a cash award from Suzie Larouche, and a cash award from Ben Paternoster in 
appreciation of the Miami Convention judging school teachers: Arleen Dewell, Paul Kroll, 
Dale Martens, and Bill Price 

BEST PLANTING OF GROWING MATERIAL - to Rosemary Platz for her curved terrarium, 
a cash award from the National Capital Area Chapter in honor of John Boggan, and a cash 
award from the Puget Sound Gesneriad Society 
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BEST PHOTOGRAPHY - to Karyn Cichocki for her photo of Columnea ericae, an endowed 
award from the Crisafulli family in memory of Jessie and Anthony Crisafulli 

BEST CRAFT - to Laura Buckner for her Counted Cross-Stitch Storage Box, a cash award from 
Leonard Re 

BEST COMMERCIAL DISPLAY TABLE - to Glenn Barnes for his display table of 24 plants, 
a cash award from Mary Bozoian in memory of Helen Freidberg 

BEST EDUCATIONAL EXHIBIT — to Wallace Wells for "Henckelia — Jewels of the Orient", a 
cash award from the Greater New York Chapter in memory of Stanley Schwartz 

BEST GESNERIAD GROWN BY A FIRST-TIME CONVENTION ATTENDEE - to Thad 
Scaggs for Sinningia 'Ozark Scentimental Journey’, a cash award from the Gesneriad-Dicts of 
Western New York in honor of the 2006 Convention in Rochester 

BEST CHIRITA -— to Jo Anne Martinez for Chirita ‘Rachel’, a cash award from Mary Bozoian in 
memory of Anne Crowley 

BEST STREPTOCARPUS - to Nancy Kast for Streptocarpus 'Fernwood's Minuet’, a cash 
award from the Greater New York Chapter in memory of Irwin Rosenbloom 

BEST EPISCIA — to Glenn Barnes for Episcia 'Pink Smoke’, a cash award from the Greater 
New York Chapter in memory of Phyllis Rosenbluth 

BEST SAINTPAULIA — to Bob Clark for Saintpaulia orbicularis var. purpurea, a cash award 
from the Caribbean Basin AV and Gesneriad Chapter 

BEST COLUMNEA - to Jo Anne Martinez for Columnea 'Frosty Hills', a cash award from the 
Greater New York Chapter in memory of Miriam Goldberg 

BEST RECENTLY REGISTERED HYBRID - to Thad Skaggs for Sinningia ‘Spellbound’, a 
cash award from the Gesneriad Hybridizers Association 

BEST NEW HYBRID - to Nancy Kast for Streptocarpus 'Fernwood's Minuet’, a cash award 
from the Greater New York Chapter in memory of Jo Hawley 

BEST SCENTED GESNERIAD - to Thad Scaggs for Sinningia 'Ozark Scentimental Journey’, a 
cash award from the Greater New York Chapter in memory of Jim Fryer 

BEST NEW WORLD EPIPHYTIC SPECIES — to Nancy Kast for Columnea minutiflora, a cash 
award from Jeanne Katzenstein in memory of Hans Wiehler 

JUDGES AWARD FOR QUALITY -— to Bill Price for Sinningia defoliata, a cash award from 
Molly Schneider in memory of Helen Freidberg 

BEST PHOTO OF PART(S) OF A GESNERIAD - to Karyn Cichocki for her color print of 
Columnea ericae, a cash award from Ron Myhr 

BEST PHOTO OF A WHOLE GESNERIAD PLANT - to Paul Susi for his color print of 
Alsobia species 'Chiapas', a cash award from Ron Myhr 

BEST PHOTO OF GESNERIAD(S) GROWING IN A NATURAL HABITAT -— to Anton 
Weber for his color print of Gloxinia perennis and Euglossine Bees, a cash award from Ron 
Myhr 

JUDGES AWARD OF MERIT IN PHOTOGRAPHY - to Paul Susi for Sinningia speciosa 
‘Only a Rose’, a cash award from Ben Paternoster in appreciation of the exhibitors at the 
Miami Convention 


Listening intently during the judges critique on Saturday morning 
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Kohleria 'Periodots Kitlope' Streptocarpus 'Fernwood's Minuet' 
(Best in Show) (Best Gesneriad Grown by a Novice) 
exhibited by Arleen Dewell exhibited by David Moody 
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Best Commercial Display — exhibited by Glenn Barnes 


Petrocosmea minor (Best Old Amalophyllon sp. (dark leaf form) 


World Gesneriad in Flower) (Best New Gesneriad) 
exhibited by Paul Kroll exhibited by Bill Price 
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Sinningia defoliata (Best Lesser Known Gesneriad) exhibited by Bill Price 
= 


"Everglades" (Best Artistic) "Hurricanes" (Runner-Up to 
created by Olive Ma Robinson Best Artistic) created by Bob Clark 


Award-winning entries that earned Thad Scaggs Runner-Up to Sweepstakes: 
Sinningia 'Spellbound' (Best Recently Registered Hybrid, left) and 
Sinningia ‘Ozark Scentimental Journey' (Best Scented Gesneriad 
and Best Gesneriad Grown by a First-Time Conventioneer) 
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CLASS AWARDS 


SECTION A —- New World Gesneriads in Flower — Tuberous 

Class 3 — Sinningia leucotricha — to Sylvia Taub, a cash award from the Long Island Gesneriad 
Society in memory of Norma Chenkin, and a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Betty 
Tapping 

Class 4A — Sinningia 'Lisa' — to Kathy Spissman, a cash award from Fay Wagman in memory of 
Joseph Svitak 

Class 4B — Sinningia ‘Ozark Scentimental Journey' — to Thad Scaggs, a cash award from Jeanne 
Katzenstein in memory of Norma Chenkin 

Class 5 — Sinningia 'Bewitched' — to Thad Scaggs, a cash award from the Vancouver AV & 
Gesneriad Chapter 


Class 7 — Nautilocalyx species — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from the Tampa Bay Gesneriad 
Society in memory of Shirley Brown 


SECTION B — New World Gesneriads in Flower — Rhizomatous 


Class 9 — Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope' — to Arleen Dewell, a cash award from the Toronto 
Gesneriad Society in honor of Robert Hall 


SECTION C — New World Gesneriads in Flower — Fibrous-Rooted 

Class 15 — Columnea minutiflora — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from Jeanne Katzenstein in 
honor of all volunteers working on the Selby Gesneriad Project 

Class 17 — Gesneria 'Ako Cardinal Flight’ — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from the Gloxinia 
Gesneriad Growers in memory of Emma Lahr 


Class 19 — Cobananthus calochlamys — to Thad Scaggs, a cash award from Susan Grose in 
appreciation of Carol Ann Bonner, and a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Bill Price 


SECTION D - Old World Gesneriads in Flower 

Class 22 — Chirita 'Souvenir' — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from M.J. Tyler in honor of all the 
"Ancestors" of the Society 

Class 23 — Petrocosmea minor — to Paul Kroll, a cash award from the National Capital Area 
Chapter in honor of John Boggan 

Class 24 — Saintpaulia orbicularis var. purpurea — to Bob Clark, a cash award from the 
Caribbean Basin AV and Gesneriad Chapter, and a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of 
Mary Bozoian 

Class 25 — Saintpaulia 'Mini Papa' — to Leonard Re, a cash award from the Pittsburgh AV & 
Gesneriad Chapter 

Class 26A — Saintpaulia 'Rob's Little Pueblo' — to Leonard Re, a cash award from the Tampa 
Bay Gesneriad Society in memory of Shirley Brown 

Class 26B — Saintpaulia 'Ness' Crinkle Blue' — to Linda Golubski, a cash award from Arleen 
Dewell in honor of all first-time convention attendees 

Class 27A — Saintpaulia ‘Suncoast Wild Mustang' — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from Sylvia 
Taub 

Class 27B — Saintpaulia 'Frosted Whisper’ — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from Alan LaVergne 
in memory of Maryjane Evans 

Class 28 — Saintpaulia ‘Darling Blue Trail’ — to Phyllis King, a cash award from Susan Grose in 
honor of Peter Shalit, and a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Doris Brownlie and 
Beverley Williams, 2006 Co-Showchairs 

Class 31A — Streptocarpus 'Athena' — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from Alan LaVergne in 
memory of Hans Wiehler 

Class 31B — Streptocarpus ‘Bristol's Party Girl' — to Phyllis King, a cash award from the Culver 
City Gesneriad Society 


SECTION E —-Gesneriads Grown for Ornamental Qualities other than Flowers 


Class 33 — Chirita 'Rachel' — to Jo Anne Martinez, a cash award from the Toronto Gesneriad 
Society in honor of Paul Lee for being our fearless leader for two wonderful years 

Class 34 — Episcia 'Kee Wee' — to Jan & Allan Mink, a cash award from Mary Bozoian in mem- 
ory of Jessie and Tony Crisafulli, and a cash award from Paul Kroll in memory of Bud 
Tapping 

Class 35 — Episcia 'Unpredictable Valley' — to Elaine Re, a cash award from Susan Grose in 
appreciation of Dale Martens for all her work promoting gesneriads in a variety of venues 
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Class 36 — Petrocosmea forrestii — to Betsy Zaorski, a cash award from the Frelinghuysen 
Arboretum Gesneriad Society in honor of Quentin Schlieder 

Class 37 — Columnea Frosty Hills' — to Jo Anne Martinez, a cash award from Ben Paternoster in 
honor of Frances Batcheller 


SECTION F — New Gesneriads 

Class 40 — Amalophyllon species (dark foliage form) — to Bill Price, a cash award from Susan 
Grose in appreciation and thanks to the Caribbean Basin Chapter and Allan & Janice Mink for 
hosting the convention, and a cash award from Paul Kroll in honor of Bevin & Heidi 
Anderson 

Class 41 — Chirita linearifolia varigated — to Bill Price, a cash award from Ben Paternoster in 
memory of Norma Chenkin and in honor of Norman Chenkin 

Class 42 — Chirita 'Deco' — to Peter Shalit, a cash award from Linda Golubski in memory of Jim 
Golubski 

Class 43 — Petrocosmea ‘Shortnin' Bread' — to Linda Golubski, a cash award from Arleen Dewell 
in honor of Monte Watler 


SECTION G - Lesser-Known Gesneriads Seldom Grown or Seen in Shows 
Class 44 — Sinningia defoliata — to Bill Price, a cash award from Jeanne Katzenstein in memory 
of Maryjane Evans 


SECTION H - Collections of Gesneriads 
Class 46 — Chirita Collection — to Nancy Kast, a cash award from Bill Price in honor of Paul 
Kroll 


SECTION J — Gesneriads Grown by a Novice 
Class 49 — Streptocarpus 'Fernwood's Minuet' — to David Moody, a cash award from Peter Shalit 
in memory of Jack Unterecker 


SECTION K - Arrangements of Fresh Cut and/or Growing Material 

Class 51 — "Hurricanes" — to Bob Clark, a cash award from the Toronto Gesneriad Society in 
honor of Russ Ley for attending to the nourishment of our bodies for many years 

Class 53 — "South Beach Art Deco" — to Olive Ma Robinson, a cash award from the Liberty Bell 
Chapter in memory of Eileen Morrison 


SECTION L - Arrangements of Fresh Cut Gesneriad Material 

Class 55 — "Moon over Miami" Challenge Class — to Jill Fisher, a cash award from Lynne 
Wilson in memory of John Menish 

Class 58 — "Reefs" — to Karyn Cichocki, a cash award from Susan Grose in appreciation of Paul 
Susi and Julie Mavity-Hudson for all their work on the web site, and a cash award from Paul 
Kroll in honor of Karyn Cichocki 


SECTION M - Arrangements of Growing Gesneriad Material 
Class 60 — "Everglades" — to Olive Ma Robinson, a cash award from the Gloxinia Gesneriad 
Growers Chapter 


SECTION N - Plantings of Growing Material 

Class 64 — Terrarium, curved — to Rosemary Platz, a cash award from Paul Susi and Randy 
Baron in memory of Norma Chenkin, and a cash award from the Long Island Gesneriad 
Society in honor of Beryl Wood 


SECTION P - Photography 


Class 68 — Color Transparency of Sinningia araneosa — to Dale Martens, a cash award from Jill 
Fischer in memory of Maryjane Evans 


Class 69A — Color Print of Chirita speciosa "Green Leaf" — to Paul Susi, a cash award from 
Gesneriad-Dicts of Western New York with appreciation to Paul Susi for all his help with the 
2006 Convention 

Class 69B — Color Print of Columnea ericae — to Karyn Cichocki, a cash award from Arleen 
Dewell in honor of Ben Paternoster and Rosemary Platz 

Class 70 — Color Print of Alsobia species 'Chiapas' — to Paul Susi, a cash award from Arleen 
Dewell in honor of Bill Price 

Class 71 — Color Print of Gloxinia perennis and Euglossine Bees — to Anton Weber, a cash 
award from Mary Helen Maran 

Class 72 — Monochrome Print of Sinningia speciosa 'Only A Rose' — to Paul Susi, a cash award 
from Leslie Milde in memory of Helen Freidberg 
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Color print of Columnea ericae exhibited by Karyn Cichocki 
(Best in Photography, an endowed award from the 
Crisafulli Family in memory of Jessie & Tony Crisafulli) 


Counted Cross-Stitch Box "Henckelia — Jewels of the Orient" 
(Best Craft) exhibited (Best Educational Exhibit) 
by Laura Buckner exhibited by Wallace Wells 


Watercolor of Chirita brassicoides 'Marble Leaf 
(Best in the Arts) exhibited by Marcie Busch 
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SECTION Q - Crafts Representing Gesneriads 


Class 73 — Watercolor of Chirita brassicoides 'Marble Leaf’ — to Marcie Busch, a cash award 
from the Southern Arizona Gesneriad Society 


Class 74 — Counted Cross-Stitch Storage Box — to Laura Buckner, a cash award from Wallace 
Wells in loving memory of Norma Chenkin who earned much respect by growing and giving 
so much for so many years 

SECTION R — Commercial Displays 

Class 76 — Display Table with 10 or more plants — to Glenn Barnes, a cash award from Arleen 
Dewell in honor of Paul Kroll 

SECTION S —- Educational Exhibits 


Class 78 — "Henckelia — Jewels of the Orient" — to Wallace Wells, a cash award from Doris 
Carson 


The following donations were not used and the monies shall go toward 
the Color Photo Fund: cash awards from Carol Schreck, Jo Anne Martinez, 
Carol Ann Burrell, Nancy Kast, Dee Vincent-Barnes, Charlene & Michael 
Boses, Doris Carson, Darianne Joshlin, Kathy Spissman, Becky Fontes; as 
well as cash awards from Suzie Larouche in honor of Doris Brownlie and 
Daphne Yaremko; the Liberty Bell Chapter in honor of Lynn Cook and Troy 
Ray and in memory of Laura Shannon; the Frelinghuysen Arboretum 
Gesneriad Society in memory of Susan Schlieder; Paul Kroll in honor of Tim 
Tuttle, Frances Batcheller, Monte Watler, Arleen Dewell, Doreen Hovermale 
and the spouses and partners who tolerate our hobby; the Toronto Gesneriad 
Society in honor of Jim Bodnar for his work with Episcias, and in honor of 
Stan Sudol for his tireless efforts on our newsletter, archives, website and 
library; Ingrid Lindskog in memory of Stanley Schwartz; the Tennessee 
Gesneriad Society in honor of Molly Schneider, recycled president of the 
Tennessee Gesneriad Chapter; Bill Price in honor of Monte Watler; Bonita 
Hutchinson in memory of Ruth Jo McCoy; and Lee Linett in memory of 
Anne Spencer, our 8th president. 


the Flower Show (Narges Berenji-Harley, Phyllis King, 
Olive Ma & Ralph Robinson, Vladimir Kalgin) 
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Awards of Appreciation 


Molly Schneider <molly608sch@comcast.net> 
Nashville, Tennessee, USA 


In the thirty years since its inception, the Awards of Appreciation 
Committee has designated more than eighty of our members to receive cer- 
tificates denoting our appreciation of their long and exemplary service to 
their respective chapters and to The Gesneriad Society. This year, three more 
members received The Gesneriad Society's Award of Appreciation. The cri- 
teria for selection of recipients of Awards of Appreciation are: importance of 
service rendered; length of service; chairperson of projects; diligent behind- 
the-scenes workers; faithful contributors of gesneriad articles in publications; 
any other duties of merit. All recipients of Awards of Appreciation also 
receive Life Memberships in The Gesneriad Society. 


Suzie Larouche 


Suzie Larouche has been a member of The Gesneriad Society for 17 
years now. Her introduction to the Society was in 1990 at the convention in 
Quebec City where she lived before moving to Toronto. Since then she has 
held many positions in our Society: Historian for the last five years, Chair of 
the Review Committee for the last three years, a member of the Development 
Committee in charge of silent auctions at convention, Chair of Round 
Robins, served on the Nominating Committee and as a Director. 


Suzie says she grows a variety of gesneriads for herself including 
Chiritas, Petrocosmeas and Streptocarpus, and also a few Sinningias for her 
cats to eat. She writes in French about gesneriads for "Chatter", the journal of 
the African Violet Society of Canada. She currently is president of her local 
chapter, the Toronto Gesneriad Society. 


Suzie has a Masters degree in Terminology and Translation and is a 
freelance interpreter translating government and business meetings as well as 
professional and scientific conferences and symposia. This skill is also com- 
ing in handy for The Gesneriad Society as we will soon have some 
information in French for our website. 


When we asked her what awards she had gotten, apparently the one that 
came to her mind first was when she was the only woman in an otherwise 
all-male college and was awarded Man of the Year by her classmates. 


We thank Suzie for all the hard work she has done for the Society over the 
years as Director, Historian, Chair of Round Robins and Review Committee. 


Dee Stewart 


From Stow, Massachusetts, and the New England Chapter, Dee Stewart 
has been a member of the Gesneriad Society for 33 years. On the Board of 
Directors since 1997, Dee has served as a Director, Chair of the Library and 
Education Committee, and as a facilitator during Board Retreats where she 
keeps the Board members on track. 


Dee's interest in conventions started in 1979 when her New England 
Chapter was host and she co-chaired the convention programs with her hus- 
band Bob. Over the years since, they have worked in flower show 
classification and lectured at conventions. Dee has published articles in THE 
GLOXINIAN, but recently her writing has concentrated on producing scripts 
for slide programs as Chair of Library and Education. 
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After receiving a bachelor's degree in chemistry from MIT in 1969, Dee 
went on to a career as a software engineer manager, from which she is now 
retired. She grows predominantly Streptocarpus, Sinningias, Achimenes, 
Chiritas, Columneas, and Nematanthus, mostly in a greenhouse she has 
shared with Bob for the last twenty years. 


Dee was presented her Award of Appreciation for serving as Director, 
Chair of Library & Education, and Facilitator. 


Bob Stewart 


Bob Stewart is the other half of the team from Stow, Massachusetts, and 
has been a member of The Gesneriad Society for 33 years. Although their 
participation in The Gesneriad Society is mostly as a couple, Bob earns this 
Award of Appreciation under the criteria of "diligent behind-the-scenes 
worker" and other duties of merit. 


Bob followed his 1971 electrical engineering Master's from MIT with a 
career in computer hardware design, and he holds over twenty patents in the 
computer field. Bob is now retired. His favorite gesneriads include 
Drymonias, Aeschynanthus, unifoliate Streptocarpus, anything cool growing 
and weird. He experiments with unusual growing methods like mounting 
Streps and other gesneriads as though they were orchids. He is especially 
interested in the climates where his plants grow in the wild and what that 
says about how to grow them in cultivation. Bob is also a talented member of 
the photography committee who helps document convention flower shows, 
and many of his photos have appeared in our journal. 


Bob and Dee have spread their knowledge of gesneriads as speakers at 
conventions, various chapters, Wellesley College, the American Begonia 
Society, and the African Violet Society of America. They've spoken on 
greenhouse growing, unusual gesneriads, soil, water, and various genera. 
Bob shares his horticultural wisdom with frequent comments on the email 
list Gesneriphiles. 

For his generosity in sharing information and plant material, his skill and 
industry as a photographer, facilitator, and speaker, the Board presented Bob 
Stewart an Award of Appreciation. 


Suzie Larouche and Bob & Dee Stewart 
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Past Recipients of Awards of Appreciation 


1977 — Paul Arnold 
Charlotte Rowe 
Adele Zemansky 
1978 — Frances Batcheller 
Carol Saylor 
Bill Saylor 
1979 — Florence Messick 
Mel Sater 
Martin Tanner 
Renée White 
1980 — Albert Buell 
Erica Clayberg 
Emma Lahr 
Ruth & Lyndon Lyon 
1981 — Alice Courage 
Helen Kavanaugh 
Henry Peterson 
Laura Progebin 
1982 — Michael Kartuz 
1983 — Dr. Robert E. Lee 
Dr. Margaret H. Stone 
1984 — S. Cleopatra Kohm 
David R. Masterson 
Martin Mines 
1985 — C. A. Cruikshank 
Lee Linett 
Dr. Laurence E. Skog 
1986 — Margaret Belanger 
Jimmy Dates 
Isla Montgomery 


lara WS 


1987 — Joseph Batcheller 
Ted Bona 
Ruth Webster 
1988 — Maryann Delaune 
Felicia McCann 
Dr. Hans Wiehler 
1989 — Judy Becker 
Anthony Crisafulli 
Jessie Crisafulli 
1990 — Chris Kunhardt 
Michael A. Riley 
Nellie Sleeth 
Ellen Todd 
1991 — Earl Deroche 
Molly Schneider 
Alan Wojcik 
1992 — Diantha Buell 
Anne Crowley 
1993 — Stanley Schwartz 
Margaret Waugespack 
1994 — Jeanne Katzenstein 
1995 — Mary Bozoian 
Ben Paternoster 
Monte Watler 
1996 — Celine Chase 
Betty Tapping 
Beth Weissman 


1997 — Maryjane Evans 
Ron Myhr 
Darrell Trout 

1998 — David Turley 
Dave Tyler 
M.J. Tyler 

1999 — Dr. Miriam Denham 
Bonita Hutcheson 


Elizabeth Varley 
2000 — Marlene Beam 

Ingrid Lindskog 
2001 — Jon Dixon 

Elvin McDonald 


2002 — Virginie F. Elbert 
Mauro Peixoto 
Leong Tuck Lock 
2003 — Bill Burtt 
Peter Shalit 
2004 — Doris Carson 
Bob & Carol Connelly 
Mario Portilla Andrade 
2005 — Helen Bortvedt 
Helen Freidberg 
Susan Grose 
2006 — Alain Chautems 
Arleen Dewell 


Twenty-five years ago at the Sarasota Convention, Michael Kartuz was presented an 
Award of Appreciation. Mike obviously enjoys his gesneriad activities, whether away 
at convention discussing plants with Floridian Phil Ioo or dancing with Sue Hoffman 

from Virginia, or at home in California managing his business, Kartuz Greenhouses. 


Gesneriads ¢ Begonias ¢ Rare Flowering Plants & Vines 


KARTUZ GREENFIOU 


1408 SUNSET DRIVE, Dept. G 


VISTA, CA 92083-6531 
760-941-3613 


ana 
VEY 


http://www.kartuz.com 
Ask for catalog 


28 GESNERIADS 


Donations 


Paul Susi, Development Chairperson 
<development@gesneriadsociety.org> 


The following donations were made to The Gesneriad Society during the 
period January through June 2007. Each donor's generosity is greatly appreciated. 


ELVIN MCDONALD RESEARCH ENDOWMENT FUND — $406 

Virginia Barthelemy (also Color, Frances Batcheller and 
Nellie D. Sleeth Funds) 

Cynthia De Correa, in memory of Celia Dazet 

Lianne Flax 

Michael Riley, in lieu of speaker's fee from the Long Island 
Gesneriad Society 

Paula Whitlock 

Long Island Gesneriad Society 

Vancouver African Violet & Gesneriad Society 


FRANCES BATCHELLER ENDOWMENT FUND — $65 
Gwen Goodship-Patience 
Sue Haffner 
Nancy Hayes, in memory of Harriet Churchill 


FUND FOR PROGRESS/COLOR FUND — $245 
Susan Allison 
Alda Higdon 
Molly Schneider 
Vivian Schwartz 
Carol Sharits 
Fay Wagman, in memory of Bud Tapping 
Gesneriad-Dicts of Western New York, in memory of Mike Leary 
Twin Cities Chapter 


LIFE MEMBERSHIPS: Aileen Reeves, T. C. Borst-Verduin, Joan Wood 


DONATIONS FROM BOARD MEMBERS IN LIEU OF RE-IMBURSEMENT FOR 
EXPENSES: Gussie Farrice, Jeanne Katzenstein, Leslie Milde, 
Ben Paternoster, Carolyn Ripps, Kathy Spissman 


Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses, Inc. 
14 Mutchler Street Dept.GX Dolgeville NY 13329 


Place of origin of World Famous 
African Violets — Columneas — Episcias — Streptocarpus — Sinningias 


We also carry: Aeschynanthus — Chiritas — Rex Begonias — Orchids 
and many other exotic houseplants! 


Open Daily: M-F 8am - 4pm Visit us at: www.lyndonlyon.com 
Sat: 10-4 / Sun: CALL! or send $3.00 for Catalog 
Phone: (315) 429-8291 We also carry Supplies! 
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A Hot Auction in Cool Miami 


Paul Susi, Development Chair 


Attendees at our 51st Convention were treated to an incredible variety of 
items to bid on, both in the silent and live auctions. Plant material predomi- 
nated in the live auction, with several award-winning plants donated from the 
flower show by their growers. Forty-one donors were responsible for the 130 
items that were bid on in both auctions. All told, the auction raised $5,413 
for the Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund. 


Highlights of the live auction included Dale Martens' collection of new 
hybrids, a selection of new hybrids from Kenji Hirose, Streptocarpus 
'Fleishles Roulette’ donated by Bob Counsell and Lee Stradley, Bill Price's 
"odds and ends" collection of cuttings and his collections of Chirita and 
Petrocosmea, Bob Nicholson's Petrocosmea sp. "Yubetai", Thadd Scaggs' 
group of Episcia hybrids, and award-winning show plants donated by Peter 
Shalit (his new hybrid, Chirita 'Deco'), Glenn Barnes (his new hybrid, 
Episcia 'Pink Smoke'), Tim Tuttle (new hybrid, Sinningia 'Kevin Garnett’), 
and Bill Price (Amalophyllion species [dark foliage form] and Streptocarpus 
saxorum Variegated). Kathy Spissman won the coveted prize of fifteen min- 
utes in the plant sales room, escorted by Jon Dixon, before the official 
opening of plant sales next year at the Denver Convention. 


The silent auction featured a variety of Society memorabilia donated by 
Beth Weissman and Sally Freedman, a new Diastema species from Ecuador 
donated by Karyn Cichocki, several copies of The Miracle Houseplants 
including one donated and autographed by Virginie Elbert, three sets of 
Achimenes 'Honey Gold’ rhizomes from Judy Becker, collections of back 
issues of THE GLOXINIAN and GESNERIADS (that we were able to combine into 
mostly complete sets from as far back as the mid-1960's) donated by Michael 
Riley, Pam Braun, Sandy Officer and Edward Bradford, several collections 
of Streptocarpus hybrids, a collection of fantasy Streps and Streptocarpus 
‘Shizuka’ from Toshijiro Okuto, ten collections of a variety of cuttings from 
Bill Price, several Sinningia species and hybrids from Alan LaVergne, a 
copy of The Gesneriads of Costa Rica from Wallace Wells, a mini terrarium 
from Carol Schreck that had been planted by Karyn Cichocki during her pre- 
sentation, an antique botanical print of Columnea hirsuta from Jeanne 
Katzenstein, and not one but two indispensable Streptocarpus leaf trimmers 
donated by Karyn Cichocki and Paul Kroll. Other auction donors included 
Bevin Anderson, Bob Clark, Doreen Dragon, Susan Grose, David Harley, 
Nancy Kast, Debra LaVergne, Stephen Maciejewski, Ron Myhr, Molly 
Schneider, Kathy Spissman, Bob Stewart, Paul Susi, Lynne Wilson, the 
Miami Conventions Bureau, and the estate of Mrs. Robert Patterson. 


These and other items were won by Bevin Anderson, Aurika Ashcroft, 
Hortense Auerbach, Glenn Barnes, Martha Bogaards, Carol Ann Bonner, 
Allison Brigham, Doris Brownlie, Tom Bruning, Laura Buckner, Doris 
Carson, Karyn Cichocki, Bob Clark, Arleen Dewell, Jon Dixon, Jill Fischer, 
Linda Golubski, Susan Grose, David Harley, Kenji Hirose, Kazuo Horikoshi, 
Mollie Howell, Vladimir Kalgin, Paul Kroll, Suzie Larouche, Alan 
LaVergne, Debra LaVergne, Stephen Maciejewski, Wanda Macnair, Peggy 
Madison, Olive Ma Robinson, Dale Martens, Jo Anne Martinez, Julie 
Mavity-Hudson, Melissa McDowell, Leslie Milde, Dennis Miller, Bob 
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Nicholson, Jack Pardo, Ben Paternoster, Rosemary Platz, Carolyn Ripps, 
Sally Scaggs, Thadd Scaggs, Molly Schneider, Kathy Spissman, Paul Susi, 
Sylvia Taub, Tim Tuttle, Carol Ann Watterson, Wallace Wells, Lynne 
Wilson and Betsy Zaorksi. 


Suzie Larouche, who coordinated both the silent and live auctions, was 
ably assisted by Randy Baron, Tom Bruning, Bob Clark, Francisco Correa, 
Doris Brownlie, Doris Carson, Michael Riley, Molly Schneider and Lee 
Stradley. We are also grateful for the expertise of our auctioneer, Bill Price, 
and the help provided by our Treasurer, Becky Fontes, who has computer- 
ized the entire auction process and has made the final accounting a breeze. 


Some of the auction helpers busy at work: Michael Riley, Bill Price, 
Lee Stradley, Bob Clark, Suzie Larouche, Tom Bruning 


JOIN TODAY! 


sis eel Violet Society of America 


2375 North 
Beaumont, Texas 77702 
409-839-4725 
http://avsa.org/ 
Write or call today for information. 


The Association for plant & flower people who grow 
in hobby greenhouses, windows, and under lights! 
Quarterly Magazine and Newsletter e Growing & Maintenance Help & Advice 


Dues: USA $28/yr., Canada/Mexico $30/yr., Overseas $31/yr. (US funds/bank, IMO) 
Sample magazine $3.50, Directory of Manufacturers & Distributors $2.50 


Hobby Greenhouse Association 
8 Glen Terrace, Bedford, MA 01730-2048 
http:/(www.hobbygreenhouse.org 
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Growing Gesneriads in Germany 


Angelika Richter <Arorchid@aol.com> 
Mannheim, Germany 


My name is Angelika, and I grow gesneriads in Germany. To give you 
my background information, I am 49 years old, single, and without children. 
My hometown is Mannheim which is near Heidelberg (13 km away) and 
near Frankfurt/Main Airport (70 km away). I work as a chief-secretary in a 
regional authority. I am responsible for twenty-eight colleagues doing IT 
Management and co-ordination, etc. 


I got my first rhizome fifteen years ago from a pen-friend. I didn't know 
what this plant was. This little thing needed more then twelve months to 
sprout, and then it showed wonderful leaves and flowers. Therefore, I wanted 
to know more. Searching the web and reading books, I found out that the 
plant was Kohleria ‘Jester’. So after my research I learned that my African 
violets (which I've grown for over twenty years) and the Kohleria are in the 
same family. When I saw how many nice plants were in this family, I wanted 
to have them all! I bought many books, and I became a member of many 
gesneriad and African violet groups. I also found many lovely pen-friends all 
over the world. I am a member of the Gesneriad Hybridizers Association, 
The Gesneriad Society, and AVSA. If I had more money, I would like to join 
more groups because the magazines are so great, but my English is not the 
best. I often like to write more in the groups, like the Gesneriphiles internet 
discussion group, but have difficulty translating my German words into 
correct English. 


Initially I bought all the gesneriad plants that were offered in the "nor- 
mal" garden-shops here in Germany. The only gesneriads being sold were 
African violets, Streptocarpus, Gloxinias, Episcias, Achimenes and 
Kohlerias. I shared some of these special plants with friends who also shared 
them with their friends. Remember that unusual African violet 'Botanika' 
with the strange flowers and prominent pollen sacs that Dale Martens 
showed at The Gesneriad Society 2006 convention? I was the one who found 
it and shared it with friends. You might also remember Episcia 'Sun Gold' 
which I helped distribute. 


Here in Germany, only African violets are popular. We have no groups 
or clubs so we have no shows of any kind. I don't know why Germans are not 
so interested in gesneriads like all the other people in the world. This is really 
sad because they are so easy to grow and the flowers are so beautiful. Only 
with friends who love the same plants can one share or speak about gesneri- 
ads. Here in Germany I have five pen-friends who are interested in 
gesneriads. 


Because of having less varieties of gesneriads, I began to buy, trade, and 
share all over the world. My favorites include African violets, Chiritas, 
Achimenes, Sinningias, Kohlerias and Episcias, plus a few others. By the 
way, my other favorite plants are hoyas and orchids. I have over 80 hoyas 
and 30 orchids. I can trade with all countries in the EU without a phyto-sani- 
tary certificate. So far I have been able to receive gesneriads from other 
countries including the USA, Hong Kong, Thailand, New Zealand, and 
Canada ... with all leaves or plants reaching me. As long as the customs 
form says "without soil", I have good luck receiving them. 
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Episcias and Achimenes are some of Angelika's favorite gesneriads 


Here in Germany we have winter weather from November until March, 
then spring until May, summer until September, and then autumn arrives. 
During the spring and summer last year I grew Achimenes and other plants 
with rhizomes or tubers outside on my balcony in the sun. I like these gesner- 
iads because in the winter they need no space since they are "sleeping". In 
the shaded areas I put some of the Chiritas, and they grew very well. 


I grow all my other gesneriads inside. All my windows have from 4 to 5 
hours of sun, and I have many windows and plants. I think that I have about 
60 gesneriads, sometimes more. I have one small indoor greenhouse and one 
light stand for the new leaves, babies, cuttings, and also for growing seeds 
that I get from the GHA Seed Fund and friends. Sometimes I spend money 
on seeds, too. Because I have to work, I have no time to hybridize. But 
hybridizing is so interesting that I will do it later, when I am a pensioner. 


I love gesneriads and don't want other plants — only hoyas and orchids. 
When I see what is possible with propagating a leaf, I can only say fantastic. 
Therefore, I like to share and trade, and I don't want to lose this and all my 
friends around the whole world. 


Angelika has many 
windows like this 
where she grows 

most of her gesneriads 
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My Journey with a Very Special Kohleria 


Arleen Dewell <arleendewell@shaw.ca> 
Vancouver, BC, Canada 


How well I remember a warm, late-spring afternoon in 2003 when I 
walked into Iain James' plant room and spied on one of his shelves, in all its 
glory, the most heavily blooming, compact-growing Kohleria I had ever seen 
in my life. It was in about an 8" bulb pan and was literally smothered in 
flowers. "Which Kohleria is that?" I asked, wide-eyed. "Oh, just one of my 
hybrids", Iain replied. "I think I'm going to call it, Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope’. 
Would you like to try it?" 

Being the admittedly incurable gesneriad addict that I am, I gratefully 
accepted his kind offer of some cuttings. By the early spring of 2004, I had a 
well-shaped young plant which I exhibited in the New Hybrids section at the 
Toronto Gesneriad Society's show. I needed some information about it for 
educational labeling, and Iain once again came to my aid. 


Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope’ began in 2001 when pollen from Hans 
Wiehler's Kohleria 'Dark Velvet' was placed onto the stigma of Frances 
Batcheller's tall and lovely hybrid, Kohleria 'Tane'. Iain's hybridizing goal 
was to develop a naturally branching, compact Kohleria that needed minimal 
if any staking, combined with a continuously flowering habit. The name 
Kitlope represents a vast geographic area on the north central coast of British 
Columbia, Canada. It contains the largest intact coastal temperate rainforest 
in the world, and lies within the territory of the aboriginal Haisla Nation. 
Kitlope in the Tsimshian language roughly translates as "source of milky 
blue water". 


My current incarnation of Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope' began its journey 
to this year's Convention in the spring of 2006. It was just a 5" bulb pan full 
of vermiculite containing about 6 or 8 cuttings back then. Nobody wanted to 
take the pot home and grow the cuttings on, so it was left sitting alone on a 
table after one of our chapter meetings. I couldn't possibly throw out such 
vibrant young cuttings, and I wasn't growing this hybrid at that time, so home 
they came with me. Once they were acclimated to my growing conditions, I 
transferred the rooted cuttings to a 5" azalea pot, then wicked it and placed it 
in a prime location on my four-tube plant stand. It grew extremely well and 
bloomed copiously throughout the autumn of 2006. I even used some of its 
flowers to practice with when our chapter hosted a Design Workshop. The 
flowers were easy for a ham-fisted design newbie like myself to handle, and 
they held up exceedingly well considering all the mauling they had to 
endure. 


By the time Christmas rolled around, Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope’ was 
still blooming merrily away, but the stems had become elongated, floppy, 
and defoliated near the soil line. I cut the entire plant back to the soil level, 
removed the wicking reservoir, and placed the pot off to the side of the light 
stand. The healthy end growth, still busily blooming, was disbudded and then 
turned into tip cuttings and placed in a shallow bulb pan containing damp- 
ened rooting medium, which I then popped under a humidity dome. My 
original plan was to have the tip-cuttings pot become my new plant of 
Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope' and to harvest all the rhizomes from the old, cut- 
down plant for sharing once the soil in the pot had dried out. 
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What happened next delighted me. In late January 2007 the rhizomes, 
still languishing on my light stand in the old pot, began to poke up through 
the soil. I decided to resume my wick watering and feeding regimen with that 
pot to see what would happen. By mid April, I had a sturdy, robust Kohleria 
once again that was loaded with bud-set at nearly every leaf axil! As later- 
breaking rhizomes emerged, they produced weak, stringy growth (likely 
because they were starved for adequate light). I simply pruned that out to 
maintain the original shape of the plant. The first flower buds began to open 
in late May, and by convention time a month later, I decided that maybe 
Kohleria 'Peridots Kitlope' might enjoy being a Hot Gesneriad in Cool 
Miami. 


Growing Columnea ‘Frosty Hills’ 


Jo Anne Martinez <4jam@tampabay.rr.com> 


Tampa, Florida, USA 


I first saw and fell in love with Columnea 'Frosty Hills' at the 1993 
AGGS Convention in New Orleans, Louisiana. It was grown by Celia Dazet. 
Of course, when I looked for it at the sales room, I could not find one for 
sale. I had known Celia from the Dixie conventions, so I asked her if she was 
interested in selling her plant. Luckily she said yes! I was so happy. I took 
my new plant home, sprayed it, put down some cuttings, and repotted it. But 
somehow it never seemed to thrive. Even the cuttings seemed unhappy. 


For the next ten years, my beautiful plant slowly withered away. In ret- 
rospect, I think that my soil was too heavy and my pot sizes were too large 
for the root system. By 2006, I was down to one small 3" pot. With the con- 
vention in Miami in 2007, I wanted to have some nice exhibits. Being so 
intrigued with this plant, I chose Columnea 'Frosty Hills' as one of my plants 
to concentrate on growing for show. My first thought was to determine the 
pot size to exhibit the plant in. Should I start with a small pot and periodi- 
cally move up to larger pot or should I pick a larger pot and not repot? I 
decided not to repot. I chose a 5" bulb pan pot to start my show plant and 
used the method that Paul Sorano of Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses uses when 
he starts his basket plants. 


Because of my past experience, I changed my soil mix by adding 
sponge rok to make it a lighter mix. I used 6 parts Pro-Mix with Mycorise, 1 
part coarse vermiculite, 1 part coarse perlite, 3 parts sponge rok, | part fine 
charcoal. I placed my plant in the middle of the pot, then took cuttings and 
placed them around the main plant in a circular pattern towards the outer 
edge of the pot. I lightly watered in my cuttings with plain water, placed the 
pot in a black tray with a high dome, and put the tray under my lights for 
twelve hours a day. 

The first few days I checked to make sure the moisture was just right 
and my cuttings were not rotting. In the past, I had lost cuttings due to over- 
watering. If the soil felt dry, I added some plain water also making sure not 
to over-water. After a month, my cuttings had rooted and I placed my wicked 
plant on a reservoir with matting. I then began to use water with fertilizer — 
DynaGro at a rate of 5 drops per gallon. I also tried to keep the stems sym- 
metrical and the same length using any cuttings to fill in the bare areas. Of 
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course, once my pot was full, the extra cuttings were rooted for the plant 
sales table. Unfortunately, C. 'Frosty Hills' is very slow growing so most of 
my cuttings were used to fill in the pot. In trying to keep my plant symmetri- 
cal, I turned it once or twice a week. Even then, some stems grew longer than 
others. 

I think what my little plant loved the most was its misting of fish emul- 
sion. I tried to mist it twice a week with a very weak solution using about 
four drops of fish emulsion to a pint of warm water. I have never been able to 
bloom Columnea ‘Frosty Hills' but its variegated beauty more than makes up 
for the lack of bloom. 


Columnea 'Frosty Hills' (Runner-Up to Best in Show and Best 
Grown for Ornamental Value) exhibited by Jo Anne Martinez 


Two plants of Sinningia defoliata showing the unusual growing habit of this species. 
The plant on the left was grown by Bill Price and the one on the right by Peter Shalit 
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How I Grow Sinningia defoliata 


Bill Price <billprice@telus.net> 
Vancouver, BC, Canada 


This plant was grown from seed obtained from Mauro Peixoto at the 
2002 Gesneriad Society Convention in New Jersey. The seed germinated in 
about 3-4 weeks and the plants were slow growing, producing solitary leaves 
that emerged directly from the surface of the tuber. After a few months, even 
though they were kept well watered and fed, the seedlings went dormant. 
The tubers at this point were about the size of small peas. This rather alarmed 
me at first as I didn't realize until later that long dormancy periods were quite 
typical of this species. The tubers stayed dormant for 2-4 months during 
which time I would occasionally water them to hopefully encourage new 
growth. However, I learned to leave them dry when dormant as I lost several 
of the young tubers to rotting from watering during dormancy. 

Finally when the tuber was about 3 years old and roughly the size of a 
small plum, the first flowering occurred. The large red flowers emerged 
directly from the tuber surface, in clusters of 2-8 blooms that opened sequen- 
tially over a long period of time. 

The plant exhibited at convention was in its third bloom cycle for this 
tuber. Flowers have occurred either with the new foliage or before new 
leaves emerge (as in this current cycle). The leaves became progressively 
larger with each cycle, and this last time they grew to about 8"across and 12" 
long. 

In my experience, Sinningia defoliata prefers high light conditions (four 
tubes on for 12 hours per day). It also prefers shallow potting in an open, 
well-drained mix, with the tuber planted at the soil surface where it will 
slowly form a rounded "hump" from which the flowers will emerge. I leave 
the tuber on the light shelf while it is dormant in order to check it regularly 
for new growth. While in active growth, it will benefit from weekly feeding 
with dilute fertilizer. It enjoys a temperature range from 18-22°C (64-72°F) 
in winter and 21-28°C (70-82°F) in summer. 


This is a very interesting, unusual and challenging Sinningia, and I 
would encourage you to try to grow it yourselves. 


Growing Sinningia defoliata 


Peter Shalit <ps83@cornell.edu> 
Seattle, Washington, USA 


Sinningia defoliata is a unique species, native to Mato Grosso, Goilas 
and Minas Gerais States, in the interior of Brazil. 

Of interest, the flower spikes arise directly from the tuber, and the plant 
flowers independently of its foliar growth cycle. A plant may have leaves, 
flowers, both, or neither, at any given time, making it quite unusual among 
gesneriads. Another feature of interest is the pleasant fragrance of the leaf, 
which is apparent on warm days or when the leaf is touched or brushed. In 
the wild this species apparently may be found growing in deep shade. Seed 
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was obtained from the AGGS Seed Fund and sown in 2002. Because of its 
reputation for growing in deep shade, I did not attempt to give it strong light. 
The plant languished under two standard fluorescent tubes but eventually 
bloomed. It has never gone dormant. 


Early in 2007 the plant was moved to a location under four T-8 fluores- 
cent tubes which provided much more intense light. The plant grew a much 
larger leaf and sent up several flower spikes. Although the flower spikes 
arose directly from the tuber, the leaf was not shed. In fact, a new leaf grew 
while the plant was blooming. This species definitely seems happier when 
grown under the intense light of four T-8 tubes. Because of the plant's very 
low vertical clearance, it was a natural to bring from Seattle to the 2007 
Convention in Miami, Florida, nearly 3,000 miles away by air. It made the 
trip unscathed in a plastic box carried aboard the plane, and managed to keep 
its flowers until show time. After the trip, it now has several seed pods form- 
ing which should produce a seed donation for The Gesneriad Society Seed 
Fund. 


I have found S. defoliata to be a very worthwhile and rewarding plant to 
grow. It is unique, attractive, and easy to grow if given plenty of light. The 
fragrant foliage is an added bonus for those of us who appreciate fragrance in 
our gesneriads. 


Belisle's 


Catalog $2.00 


Marcia Belisle Heirloom Violets 
P.O. Box 111 Choice Gesneriads 
Radisson, WI 54867 Unusual Houseplants 


BELISLESVH @aol.com 


McKinney’s Glassehouse 


Gesneriad Plantsmen Since 1946 


Our 61st Anniversary 
The Glassehouse features a definitive assemblage of 
gesneriads and rare and exotic diminutive terrarium plants. 
P.O. Box 782282, Wichita, KS 67278-2282 
Catalog — $2.50, Refundable 
Tel: (316) 838-0097 @ Fax: (316) 838-5090 
e-mail: gesneriads @aol.com 
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The Gesneriad Scene in Singapore 


Wilson Wong <admin@greenculturesg.com> 
Green Culture Singapore 


Singapore is located near the Equator, and the weather is hot and humid 
all year round with very little discernable difference in temperature when 
night falls. Due to our climate, the gesneriads we grow in Singapore are 
largely restricted to African violets (Saintpaulia ionantha hybrids and culti- 
vars), flame violets (Episcia hybrids and cultivars) and Florist Gloxinias 
(Sinningia speciosa hybrids and cultivars). Most of our African violets and 
Florist Gloxinias are imported from commercial nurseries in the Cameron 
Highlands in Malaysia and from the Netherlands. The range is rather limited 
and is usually comprised of unidentified cultivars. The supply of flame vio- 
lets is erratic, and they are propagated using the nursery's own stock. The 
flame violet varieties sold here are also largely unidentified. To make matters 
worse, the variegation of flame violets changes with growing conditions 
which makes identification difficult and creates much confusion. Lipstick 
vines (Aeschynanthus species) made their debut in local nurseries only 
recently. 


African violets often fare poorly by producing very sparse and small 
blooms, and variegated varieties lose their variegation under our punishing 
climate. Best grown in an air-conditioned environment, African violets are 
hence popular with office workers. They can be found growing on a brightly 
lit window ledge or an office desk illuminated by fluorescent lights. Florist 
Gloxinias can also be seen growing side by side with African violets in the 
office. They are often mistaken to be cool growing as a result, although the 
Florist Gloxinias can tolerate the tropical heat much better than African vio- 
lets. These two gesneriads are always grown indoors. 


On the other hand, flame violets are like fish in water compared to 
African violets when it comes to adapting to our tropical climate. Totally 
opposite from their African violet and Florist Gloxinia cousins, flame violets 
are popular candidates that can be grown outdoors where they are used as 
bedding plants. Visitors to the National Orchid Garden in Singapore will be 
able to see numerous compact-looking flame violets sprawling all over the 
ground, perching on moss-covered volcanic rocks as well as climbing up tree 
stumps that hosted orchid plants. They are also popular plants for hanging 
baskets. Because they grow so easily and quickly, flame violets were never 
highly regarded here. 


Lipstick vines only appeared in the local nurseries in recent years. Like 
all other gesneriads discussed so far, whatever plants are sold here are 
unidentified species or hybrids that are imported from roughly the same 
sources as the Florist Gloxinias. Lipstick vines, which flower occasionally 
here, are grown as hanging basket plants. Occasionally we may have vari- 
eties of Columneas and Nematanthus on sale, too. 


As one can see, the rather boring picture of the gesneriad scene in 
Singapore can probably be attributed to the unsuitability of growth of some 
gesneriad species under Singapore's climate and limited access to the plants. 
At present, Singapore does not have a gesneriad society, and organized horti- 
cultural exhibitions have focused mostly around orchids. The recent 
inaugural Singapore Garden Festival held in December 2006 was organised 
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A flame violet, possibly Episcia "War Paint’, perched 
comfortably on top of a moss-covered rock in the 
National Orchid Gardens in Singapore 
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African Violets are very popular Singaporeans are most familiar with 
with office workers in Singapore the double-petalled varieties of Florist 
as air-conditioned work areas help Gloxinias which are imported from 
the plants to grow well commercial nurseries overseas 


in conjunction with the Singapore Orchid Show and, at the same time, fea- 
tured creations of top award-winning landscape and garden designers, 
florists, and horticulturists. Sadly, gesneriads did not constitute a big part of 
the show. 

Green Culture Singapore (GCS) is a website and discussion forum that I 
set up in 2004 to promote gardening interest among gardeners in Singapore. 
Like all other subforums, the gesneriad subforum is aimed to allow members 
to know fellow like-minded members and friends who live in Singapore to 
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exchange their experiences in growing various gesneriads. Members very 
soon started to do collective orders of gesneriads from overseas nurseries, 
like Rob's Violets in the USA, to increase our collections. Mutual swapping 
of cuttings and plantlets took place, too. Mona Aman, our active overseas 
member and veteran gesneriad grower from Brunei, played a crucial role in 
helping to perpetuate the interest of the members in Singapore by her sharing 
and making available leaf cuttings of named African violets, stolons of 
named Episcias, and cuttings and seeds of other gesneriads. 


Besides just plain discussions, an online Florist Gloxinia growing pro- 
ject was initiated where members tried their hands with germinating seeds 
and growing the Charles Lawn hybrids, courtesy of Dale Martens. Green 
Culture Singapore has so far organised one gardening talk at a public library 
late last year. It was presented by Eng Ong TAN (another active veteran 
Singapore member on the discussion forum) on the basics of growing 
African violets. It was an important outreach programme aimed to provide 
the know-how to people who were not internet-savvy. Only recently, mem- 
bers on the forum initiated an informal "African Violet Convention" where 
enthusiasts met for the first time. 


The power of the Internet cannot be dismissed, and communication 
between people on different continents has never been this easy. It has 
helped many of us here in Singapore to kick-start the gesneriad fever. We 
owe much to friends from Canada and the United States (such as Dale, 
Nancy, and Thad), Robert Browning from Australia (who we all got to know 
from international Yahoo groups), as well as our two most active members 
from the GCS discussion forum (Eng Ong and Mona). We must thank them 
for their initiative and generosity in sharing their gardening knowledge that 
has helped us to become better gardeners. 


Gieeh Culture Singapore's first "African Violet Gointaton: 
held in 2007 gathered local enthusiasts from the discussion forum 
(photo by Phillip TAN) 
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Botanical Review #34 
Compiled by John Boggan <jkb25@cornell.edu> 


Note: the following articles were published in a special issue of Edinburgh 
Journal of Botany dedicated to Brian Laurence (B.L.) Burtt in celebration of 
his ninetieth birthday. 


Mendum, M. & H.J. Atkins. 2004. The Gesneriaceae of Sulawesi I: an 
introduction. Edinburgh Journal of Botany 60: 299-304. Abstract: 
"Sulawesi (Celebes) is the largest island in the biogeographic region of 
Wallacea. The Gesneriaceae of the island are represented by 11 genera, some 
of which show a very high degree of endemism. Knowledge of the origin and 
affinities of the flora of this island is important for an understanding of the 
biogeography of the area. The Gesneriaceae promise to be excellent models 
for phytogeographic analysis, but before this, basic taxonomic studies must 
be carried out. A list of the currently known genera and species is provided, 
and descriptions of new taxa will be published over the coming months." 


Atkins, H. 2004. The Gesneriaceae of Sulawesi II: seven new species of 
Cyrtandra. Edinburgh Journal of Botany 60: 305-321. Abstract: "Seven new 
species of Cyrtandra (Gesneriaceae) from Sulawesi are described and illus- 
trated: C. gorontaloensis, C. fasciata, C. luteiflora, C. serratifolia, C. 
purpurea, C. tenuicarpa and C. roseiflora." 


Mendum, M. 2004. The Gesneriaceae of Sulawesi III: three new species 
of Aeschynanthus. Edinburgh Journal of Botany 60: 323-330. Abstract: 
"Three new species of Aeschynanthus (Gesneriaceae) from Sulawesi 
(Celebes), A. batesii, A. burttii and A. lobaticalyx, are described and illus- 
trated. The phylogenetic position of A. batesii and A. lobaticalyx is briefly 
discussed; A. burttii has not yet been sequenced." 


Bramley, G.L.C., A. Weber, Q.C.B. Cronk & M.H. Bokhari. 2004. The 
genus Cyrtandra (Gesneriaceae) in peninsular Malaysia and Singapore. 
Edinburgh Journal of Botany 60: 331-360. Abstract: "Nine species of 
Cyrtandra (Gesneriaceae) are recognized in Peninsular Malaysia. Three (C. 
cupulata, C. pendula and C. wallichii) are common and occur more or less 
throughout the area; C. pendula is also recorded from Singapore. Four (C. 
dispar, C. gimlettei, C. patula and C. suffruticosa) have more restricted dis- 
tributions, and two (C. lanceolata and C. stonei) are local endemics. Three 
species and one variety originally described by Ridley are here reduced to 
synonymy: C. barbata (=C. cupulata), C. falcata (=C. suffruticosa), C. 
rotundifolia (=C. pendula), and C. cupulata var. minor (=C. cupulata). Keys 
for fieldwork and herbarium use are presented and general information is 
provided. The appendix by M.H. Bokhari contains descriptions of leaf 
anatomy for eight of the nine species recognized and a key based on anatom- 
ical characters." 
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GESNERIACEAE OF SULAWESI II]: NEW AESCHYNANTHUS SPECIES 227 


Fig. 2. A-F, deschpnanshes burr (A from RBGE cult, 2000750, BLE from Mendum ef al. 
0294, and F from RBGE 200047), A, habit with flower at early male stage; B, brat; C, 
calyx (cut ventrally); D, corolla (cut ventrally) E, gymotcium; F, seed. G-L, 4. fobaticalpx 
(from Mendwn er al. 20000424). G, habit with Mower at female stage; H, bract; I, calyx (cut 
ventrally); J, corolla (cut ventrally); K, gynoecium; L, seed, 


Illustration of Aeschynanthus burtii and A. lobaticalyx 
from the Edinburgh Journal of Botany 60: 327 


Hilliard, O.M. 2004. A revision of Chirita sect. Liebigia (Gesneriaceae). 
Edinburgh Journal of Botany 60: 361-387. Abstract: "Chirita sect. Liebigia 
(Gesneriaceae), endemic to Sumatra, Java and Bali, is revised, paying partic- 
ular attention to inflorescence and anther characters, the latter being 
illustrated. Whereas a previous worker considered the section to consist of 
the single species C. asperifolia, the present revision recognizes 12 species. 
Six are newly described (C. adenonema, C. dissimilis, C. leuserensis, C. 
praeterita, C. tenuipes and C. tobaénsis), and C. blumei var. cordifolia is 
given specific rank as C. neoforbesii. Notes on the history and nomenclature 
of sect. Liebigia are given in an appendix by B.L. Burtt." 


Bellstedt, D.U. & T.J. Edwards. 2004. A new species of Streptocarpus 
(Gesneriaceae) from the Pondoland coast, South Africa. Edinburgh 
Journal of Botany 60: 409-414. Abstract: "The new species Streptocarpus lil- 
liputana (Gesneriaceae), collected on the Pondoland coast, South Africa, is 
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described. Although its alliances are not obvious in terms of corolla mor- 
phology and rosulate habit, it approaches S. gardenii and its allies. The 
pollen and stigma of S. lilliputana differ markedly from the stenopalynous 
grains and bilobed stigmas of the other South African rosulate species. 
Streptocarpus lilliputana is exceedingly rare and is a further endemic from 
the Pondoland centre." 


Moller, M. & M. Kiehn. 2004. A synopsis of cytological studies in 
Gesneriaceae. Edinburgh Journal of Botany 60: 425-447. Abstract: "Our 
knowledge of cytological data published on members of the family 
Gesneriaceae is summarized and critically evaluated in the light of current 
taxonomic treatments and phylogenetic hypotheses. There are about 1000 
published chromosome counts, covering 56% of the genera but only 18% of 
the species. In particular the New World tribes Beslerieae and Napeantheae 
and the Old World tribe Didymocarpeae are underexplored at generic level. 
In Gesneriaceae, chromosome data are a valuable source of taxonomic char- 
acters. From our current knowledge of the phylogenetic relationships in the 
family we know that basic chromosome numbers in the New World subfam- 
ily Gesnerioideae appear to be rather conserved, but that a more complex 
pattern of genome evolution seems to be present among the Old World 
tribes. Both polyploidy and dysploid changes have played a significant role 
in the evolution of the family. However, the number of species for which 
both cytological and molecular data are available is at present too low to 
reach firm conclusions on ancestral basic chromosome numbers, particularly 
for the Old World group. To facilitate wider access to cytological data on the 
Gesneriaceae, a website has been developed, which is introduced in this 
paper." [Note: the cytological website appears not to be ready yet.] 


Zhou, P., Z.-Y. Gu & M. Moller. 2004. New chromosome counts and 
nuclear characteristics for some members of Gesneriaceae subfamily 
Cyrtandroideae from China and Vietnam. Edinburgh Journal of Botany 
60: 449-466. Abstract: "The morphological characteristics of mitotic inter- 
phase, prophase and metaphase nuclei were analysed for 21 taxa in 14 genera 
from three different tribes of subfamily Cyrtandroideae (Gesneriaceae) from 
Asia. Interphase nuclei were classified into three categories: (1) complex 
chromocentres, as in Ancylostemon, Briggsia, Briggsiopsis, Chirita, Loxo- 
stigma, Lysionotus, Oreocharis, Petrocosmea, Raphiocarpus and Whytockia, 
(2) simple chromocentres, as in Paraboea and Rhabdothamnopsis, and (3) 
round prochromosomes, as in Anna and Didymocarpus. Species with com- 
plex chromocentres seem to be most common among all three tribes. The 
data further indicate that tribe Didymocarpeae is cytologically much more 
heterogeneous than other tribes, which accords with the diversity in morpho- 
logical characters. Three types of chromosome condensation pattern during 
mitotic prophase were observed, here described as interstitial, gradient and 
proximal. Except for Ancylostemon, exhibiting a proximal type, and 
Lysionotus and Whytockia possessing a gradient type, all other species 
analysed to date exhibit the interstitial type. Our study also reports the chro- 
mosome numbers of 12 species in 10 genera of subfamily Cyrtandroideae 
from China and Vietnam; 11 of these counts are new." 
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Gesneriad Register 


Judy Becker <hybridregistrar@gesneriadsociety.org> 
Salisbury, Connecticut, USA 


The following registrations should be added to the Registered Gesneriads 
List found in Appendix C of the 1990 Gesneriad Register. 


06941 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Deer' S. ‘Curacao’ x S. 'Prelude' Gary Dunlap 
06942 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Donkey’ S. cinnabarina x S. canarina Gary Dunlap 
06943 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Ferret' S. 'Curacao' x S. 'Prelude' Gary Dunlap 
06944 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Fox' S. ‘Sunshine x S. multiflora Gary Dunlap 
06945 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Gazelle’ S. ‘Sunshine’ x S. multiflora Gary Dunlap 
06946 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Giraffe’ S. 'Red King' x S. 'Tropical Sunset’ Gary Dunlap 
06947 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Impala’ S. ‘Sunshine’ x S. multiflora hybrid Gary Dunlap 
06948 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Jaguar’ S. ‘Jaguar’ x S. "Sassy Redhead’ Gary Dunlap 
06949 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Jerboa’ S. ‘Sunshine x S. multiflora Gary Dunlap 
06950 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Lion’ S. ‘Sunshine x S. multiflora Gary Dunlap 
06951 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Llama’ S. 'Texas Campfire Embers' x S. "Red King' Gary Dunlap 
06952 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Mandrill' S. (multiflora x 'Abbey' ) x S. multiflora Gary Dunlap 
06953 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Oryx' S. multiflora hybrid x self Gary Dunlap 
06954 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Otter’ S. 'Texas Campfire Embers' x S. canarina Gary Dunlap 
06955 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Squirrel’ S. (multiflora x 'Abbey') x S. 'Jaguar' Gary Dunlap 
06956 Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Walrus’ S. cinnabarina x S. canarina Gary Dunlap 
06957 Streptocarpus ‘Pat's Pet Brimstone’ __S. ‘Janus’ x S. 'Pegasus' Gary Dunlap 
06958 Streptocarpus _ ‘Pat's Pet Monarch’ S. ‘Al's Pal’ x S. "Hera' Gary Dunlap 


Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Deer', 2006, IR06941, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 
'Curacao' x S. 'Prelude'). Cross made Dec. 5, 2000, planted Mar. 28, 2001 
and first flowered Sept. 15, 2001. Reproducible only vegetatively. Erect to 
30 cm. Leaves light green with olive green veins, hairy, 13 cm long x 10 cm 
wide with 5 cm petiole, orbicular with serrate margin, acute tip and cordate 
base. Calyx green, split, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla salverform, 4.5 
cm long x 2.5 cm wide, dark pink tube, yellow lobes with dark pink dots and 
yellow throat. Available from Pat's Pets. 


Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Donkey', 2006, IR06942, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 
cinnabarina x S. canarina). Cross made Dec. 20, 2000, planted Mar. 28, 
2001 and first flowered Sept. 15, 2001. Reproducible only vegetatively. 
Erect to 25 cm. Leaves red, covered with dense red hair, 14 cm long x 12 cm 
wide, orbicular with serrate margin, acute tip and cordate base, 5 cm petiole. 
Calyx green, split, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla salverform, 4.5 cm long 
x 2.5 cm wide, bright yellow. Available from Pat's Pets. 


Smithiantha 'Pat's Pet Ferret', 2006, IR06943, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 
'Curacao' x S. 'Prelude'). Cross made Dec. 5, 2000, planted Mar. 28, 2001 
and first flowered Sept. 15, 2001. Reproducible only vegetatively. Erect to 
25 cm tall. Leaves mottled olive green and light green, bullate, hairy, 13 cm 
long x 11 cm wide, 5 cm petiole, orbicular with serrate margins, acute tip 
and cordate base. Calyx split, green, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla 
salverform, 4.5 cm long x 2.5 cm wide, peach tube with yellow throat and 
lower lobes dotted with lines of peach. Available from Pat's Pets. 
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Smithiantha 'Pat's Pet Ferret' Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Lion’ 


Smithiantha 'Pat's Pet Fox', 2006, IR06944, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 
‘Sunshine’ x S. multiflora). Cross made Oct. 31, 2000, planted Mar. 28, 2001 
and first flowered Sept. 15, 2001. Reproducible only vegetatively. Erect to 
30 cm tall. Leaves light green, hairy, 14 cm long x 11 cm wide, 8 cm petiole, 
orbicular with serrate margin, acute tip and cordate base. Calyx green, split, 
6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla salverform, 4.5 cm long x 2.5 cm wide, 
light yellow tube, darker yellow lobes with faint lavender dots spreading into 
throat. Available from Pat's Pets. 


Smithiantha 'Pat's Pet Gazelle’, 2006, [IR06945, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 
‘Sunshine’ x S$. multiflora). Cross made Oct. 31, 2000, planted Mar. 28, 2001 
and first flowered Sept. 15, 2001. Reproducible only vegetatively. Erect to 
30 cm tall. Leaves light green with heavy olive green veining, hairy, 12 cm 
long x 10 cm wide, 5 cm petiole, orbicular with serrate margin, acute tip and 
cordate base. Calyx split, green, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla salver- 
form, 4.5 cm long x 2.5 cm wide, peach tube, white lobes dotted pink, 
yellow throat with pink dots. Available from Pat's Pets. 


Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Giraffe', 2006, IR06946, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 'Red 
King' x S. "Tropical Sunset’). Cross made Dec. 20, 2000, planted Mar. 28, 
2001 and first flowered Sept. 15, 2001. Erect, 25 cm tall. Leaves mottled 
olive and light green, hairy, 12 cm long x 10 cm wide, 5 cm petiole, orbicu- 
lar with serrate margin, acute tip and cordate base. Calyx green, split, 6 mm 
long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla salverform, 4.5 cm long x 2.5 cm wide, pink 
tube, yellow lobes and throat dotted with pink. Available from Pat's Pets. 


Smithiantha 'Pat's Pet Impala', 2006, IR06947, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 
‘Sunshine’ x S. multiflora hybrid). Cross made Oct. 10, 2000, planted Dec. 
11, 2000 and first flowered June 15, 2001. Reproducible only vegetatively. 
Erect, 30 cm tall. Leaves light green, hairy, 12 cm long x 10 cm wide, 7 cm 
petiole, orbicular with serrate margin, acute tip and cordate base. Calyx 
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green, split, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla salverform, 4.5 cm long x 2.5 
cm wide, yellow, with orange dots on lobes and throat. Secondary stems are 
produced in the lower leaf axils that bloom at the same time as the terminal 
inflorescence. Available from Pat's Pets. 


Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Jaguar’, 2006, [IR06948, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 
‘Jaguar’ x S. ‘Sassy Redhead’). Cross made Dec. 5, 2000, planted Mar. 28, 
2001 and first flowered Sept. 15, 2001. Reproducible only vegetatively. 
Erect, 30 cm tall. Leaves light green with heavy olive green veins, hairy, 12 
cm long x 10 cm wide, 5 cm petiole, orbicular with serrate margin, acute tip 
and cordate base. Calyx split, green, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla 
salverform, 4.5 cm long x 2.5 cm wide, tube orange with faint orange dots, 
lobes and throat yellow with orange dots, distinctive concentric circles of 
three different colors where lobes meet. Available from Pat's Pets. 


Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Jerboa', 2006, IR06949, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 
‘Sunshine’ x S. multiflora). Cross made Oct. 31, 2000, planted Mar. 28, 2001 
and first flowered Sept. 15, 2001. Reproducible only vegetatively. Erect, 30 
cm tall. Leaves mottled olive and light green, hairy, 12 cm long x 10 cm 
wide, 5 cm petiole, orbicular with serrate margin, acute tip and cordate base. 
Calyx split, green, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla salverform, 4.5 cm long 
x 2.5 cm wide, light lilac with darker lilac dots on lobes, yellow throat. 
Available from Pat's Pets. 


Smithiantha 'Pat's Pet Lion', 2006, IR06950, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 
‘Sunshine’ x S. multiflora). Cross made Oct. 31, 2000, planted Mar. 28, 2001 
and first flowered Sept. 15, 2001. Reproducible only vegetatively. Erect, 25 
cm tall. Leaves hairy, mottled olive and medium green, 15 cm long x 10 cm 
wide, orbicular with serrate margin, acute tip and cordate base, 5 cm petiole. 
Calyx green, split, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla salverform, 4.5 cm long 
x 3 cm wide, orange tube, white lobes dotted pink, yellow throat. Available 
from Pat's Pets. 


— 2 : at 
Smithiantha 'Pat's Pet Gazelle' Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Otter' 
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Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Mandrill' Streptocarpus ‘Pat's Pet Monarch’ 


Smithiantha 'Pat's Pet Llama', 2006, IR06951, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 
"Texas Campfire Embers' x S. 'Red King'). Cross made Dec. 20, 2000, 
planted Mar. 28, 2001 and first flowered Sept. 15, 2001. Reproducible only 
vegetatively. Erect, 25 cm tall. Leaves olive green heavily covered with red 
hairs, red veins, 10 cm long x 8 cm wide, 5 cm petiole, orbicular with serrate 
margin, acute tip and cordate base. Calyx split, green, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 
cm. Corolla salverform, 4.5 cm long x 2.5 cm wide, tube pink on top, cream 
on bottom with pink spots, lobes and throat cream with large pink dots. 
Produces multiple inflorescences that bloom at the same time. Available 
from Pat's Pets. 


Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Mandrill’, 2006, IRO6952, Gary Dunlap, MO. [S. 
(multiflora x 'Abbey' ) x S. multiflora]. Cross made Nov. 22, 1999, planted 
Feb. 8, 2000 and first flowered Aug. 15, 2000. Reproducible only vegeta- 
tively. Erect, 25 cm tall. Leaves light green, hairy, 12 cm long x 10 cm wide 
with 7 cm petiole, orbicular with serrate margin, acute tip and cordate base. 
Calyx green, split, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla salverform, 4.5 cm long 
x 2.5 cm wide, pink tube, white lobes with heavy pink dots, yellow throat 
with pink dots. Available from Pat's Pets. 


Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Oryx', 2006, IR06953, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. multi- 
flora hybrid x self). Cross made Oct. 10. 2000, planted Dec. 11, 2000 and 
first flowered June 15, 2001. Reproducible only vegetatively. Erect, 30 cm 
tall. Leaves mottled olive and light green, hairy, 11 cm long x 9 cm wide, 
with 7 cm petiole, orbicular with serrate margin, acute tip and cordate base. 
Calyx green, split, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla salverform, 4.5 cm long 
x 2.5 cm wide, white. Available from Pat's Pets. 


Smithiantha ‘Pat's Pet Otter', 2006, IRO6954, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. "Texas 
Campfire Embers' x S. canarina). Cross made Dec. 20, 2000, planted Mar. 
28, 2001 and first flowered Sept. 15, 2001. Reproducible only vegetatively. 
Erect, 25 cm tall. Leaves maroon, hairy, 15 cm long x 10 cm wide with 5 cm 
petiole, orbicular with serrate margin, acute tip and cordate base. Calyx 
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green, split, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla salverform, 4.5 cm long x 2.5 
cm wide, bright yellow for a striking contrast with the very dark maroon 
foliage. Available from Pat's Pets. 


Smithiantha 'Pat's Pet Squirrel’, 2006, IRO6955, Gary Dunlap, MO. [S. 
(multiflora x 'Abbey' ) x S. 'Jaguar']. Cross made Dec. 5, 2000, planted Mar. 
28, 2001 and first flowered Sept. 15, 2001. Reproducible only vegetatively. 
Erect, 30 cm tall. Leaves mottled light and olive green, hairy, 12 cm long x 
10 cm wide, 5 cm petiole, orbicular with serrate margin, acute tip and cor- 
date base. Calyx split, green, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla salverform, 
upper lobes are smaller and do not spread out, 5 cm long x 2 cm wide, pink 
with dark pink lines on lighter pink lobes. Available from Pat's Pets. 


Smithiantha 'Pat's Pet Walrus', 2006, IR06956, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 
cinnabarina x S. canarina). Cross made Dec. 20, 2000, planted Mar. 28, 
2001 and first flowered Sept. 15, 2001. Reproducible only vegetatively. 
Erect, 30 cm tall. Leaves olive green, hairy, 17 cm long x 10 cm wide, 5 cm 
petiole, orbicular with serrate margins, acute tip and cordate base. Calyx 
green, split, 6 mm long. Pedicel 4 cm. Corolla salverform, 3 cm long x 2.5 
cm wide, tube rose above, yellow below, lobes and throat yellow with rose 
dots. Tube much shorter than normal. Available from Pat's Pets. 


Streptocarpus ‘Pat's Pet Brimstone’, 2006, IRO6957, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 
‘Janus' x S. 'Pegasus'). Cross made July 9, 2001, planted Oct. 10, 2001 and 
first flowered Apr. 15, 2002. Reproducible only vegetatively. Rosette. 
Leaves bullate, medium green, 20 cm long x 3 cm wide, linear with serrate 
margin, acute tip and cuneate base. Calyx split, green, 5 mm long. Peduncle 
10 cm. Flower salverform, 3 cm long x 1 cm wide, purple with white throat. 
Available from Pat's Pets. 


Streptocarpus ‘Pat's Pet Monarch’, 2006, IR06958, Gary Dunlap, MO. (S. 
‘Al's Pal' x S. 'Hera'). Cross made July 9, 2001, planted Oct. 10, 2001 and 
first flowered Apr. 15, 2002. Reproducible only vegetatively. Rosette. 
Leaves medium green, bullate, 20 cm long x 5 cm wide, lanceolate with ser- 
rate margin, acute tip and cuneate base. Calyx split, green, 1 cm long. 2-4 
flowers per 20 cm peduncle. Corolla salverform, 4 cm long x 3 cm wide, 
purple with darker netting on lobes, white throat. Available from Pat's Pets. 


OF SALISBURY 


432 UNDERMOUNTAIN ROAD — SALISBURY, CONN. 06068 
PHONE (860) 435-2263 WEBSITE: www.lauray.com 


GESNERIADS 


ar CACTI & SUCCULENTS & MORE BERSNIAS 


2006-07 Catalog — $2.00 
Visitors Always Welcome Usually open daily, 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
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Future Conventions 


Paul Susi, Convention Chairperson 
<convention@gesneriadsociety.org> 


In order to give all members an opportunity to plan ahead to attend 
upcoming conventions, here are the convention cities through 2012: 

2008 — Denver, CO — hosted by the 3Gs Chapter at the Doubletree 
Hotel, Denver (complete registration and program information 
will be available in the First Quarter 2008 issue of GESNERIADS) 

2009 — Washington, DC — hosted by the National Capital Area Chapter 

2010 — Vancouver, BC, Canada — hosted by the Vancouver African 
Violet and Gesneriad Society 

2012 — Seattle, WA — hosted by the Puget Sound Chapter 

The location for 2011 has not yet been determined, but we will let you 

know as soon as it is. 


The Shopping Mall 


World-Class Gloxinia Tubers: 
These plants have genes that will 
scare you! Huge, double flowers in 
colors never seen before. $8.50 each. 
More information, grow with: Steve, 
LOGAN NURSERY, Wayne, NE 
402-375-3029, www.gloxiniane.com. 


MRS STREP STREPS - Strepto- 
carpus, Chiritas, and other Gesneriads. 
Email for list of available plants. Kathy 
Spissman, 4086 Brownlee Dr., Tucker, 
GA 30084. Phone (770) 939-5289. 
Email: mrsstrepstreps@comcast.net. 


Discover a World 
of Diversity! 


Membership $25/year 

*6 issues of the Begonian 
°Seed Fund 

* Slide & Video Library 


OUT OF AFRICA, Blooming Strep- 
tocarpus. Send $1 for catalog. Gary S. 
Mikita, 2842 Brown St., Portage, IN 
46368, Phone (219) 763-4861. E-mail 
garymikita@cs.com. 


PAT'S PETS, Gesneriads and African 
Violets. Send $2.00 for catalog. Pat's 
Pets, 4189 Jarvis Rd., Hillsboro, MO 
63050. Phone (636) 789-3604. 
E-mail PATSPETS @sbcglobal.net. 
Internet Home Page (catalog) 
http://www.geocities.com/patspets @ 
sbcglobal.net. 


American Begonia Society 
5218 Brock Drive 
Bartlesville, OK 74006 


www. begonias.org 


In Memoriam 


Norma Chenkin Bronx, New York 
Mildred Stensler Sarasota, Florida 
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Treva McDaniel Atlanta, Georgia 
Frank Burton 


Old Saybrook, Conn. 
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Additions to Species List 3Q07: 


¢ Briggsia aurantiaca (A,R) Columnea (Dalbergaria) sanguinea 
¢ Briggsia sp. #1 (A,R) 'Gigantea' ABG2000-0036 (T) 
¢ Briggsia sp. #2 (A,R) Drymonia urceolata JLC9005 (T) 
Chrysothemis pulchella (dark leaves ¢ Saintpaulia grotei 'Protzen' (F,R) 
& calyces) (F,LM) ¢ Sinningia sp. "Florianopolis" 
¢ Columnea (Dalbergaria) guttata ¢ Streptocarpus cyanandrus (F,P) 
JLC9004 (MT) 


Send orders for species seed to: 
Carolyn Ripps 
21 Sprain Road 
Hartsdale, NY 10530 


Deletions from Species List 3Q07: 


Aeschynanthus buxifolius 913296 Napeanthus costaricensis 
Chirita asperifolia Sinningia mauroana GRE 9964 
Chirita sclerophylla Sinningia sp. "Petropolis" 


“VIOLET BARN 


Seed Fund Donations DAL Pies Pee 
Please follow these instructions 


for mailing seed donations: Shipping quality plants since 1985. 


Gesneriads too!! 
Donations mailed from Be eh iad 
anywhere in the United States Our own ‘Bristol's’ strep hybrids 
should be sent to: and MANY other genera in the family 
Karyn Cichocki 
79 Beaver Run Road 
Lafayette, NJ 07848 


10 different streps, our choice $30 
Add $12 per order for shipping 


We'll ship to anywhere at anytime 
Donations from outside the U.S.A. (Ask us about winter delivery) 


(Canada and other international 
locations) should be sent to: SAFE DELIVERY GUARANTEED! 


Marilyn Allen FOR FULL-COLOR CATALOG, SEND $2 
8 Brackenridge Place WWW.VIOLETBARN.COM 


Port Moody, BC, Canada V3H 4G4 PO BOX 696, NAPLES, NY 14512 


PHONE: 585-374-6947 


Color Photo Sponsorships 


The color cover photo and the color pictures on pages 20 and 21 
were made possible by donations made from various individuals 
(see list on page 25) whose award sponsorships were unable 
to be presented this year at the convention flower show. 
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Gesneriad Society Publications 


Order from Gesneriad Society Publications, 1122 E. Pike Street, 
PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122. Price includes postage and handling. 
Or order via our secure store at <www.gesneriadsociety.org> 


Back Issues 

Back Issues, GESNERIADS (2006-7), per issue 

Back Issues, THE GLOXINIAN (2004-5), per issue 

Back Issues, THE GLOXINIAN (1996-2003), per issue 

Back issues, pre-1996: send inquiries to 
<publications@gesneriadsociety.org> 


Journal CD-ROMs 

Each CD contains the entire year's issues in searchable pdf 
format, as well as separate files of every image from the 
year's issues in high-resolution jpg format. 

THE GLOXINIAN 2005 

GESNERIADS 2006 

NEW -— GESNERIADS 2007 


Educational CD-ROM's 

Gesneriad Screensaver 2004 (hundreds of high resolution images) 
Gesneriads in the Wild (PowerPoint presentation with audio narration) 
Alpine Gesneriads (PowerPoint plus 100 high-resolution images) 


Convention CD-ROM's 

Each CD contains several PowerPoint files trom that year's 
convention presentations, plus a PowerPoint presentation of 
the tlower show, a presentation of convention events, and 
tolders of convention images in jpg format 

Convention 2006 

NEW - Convention 2007 


Flower Show Supplies 
Flower Show Manual for Judges and Exhibitors (2000) 
Flower Show Entry Cards (per 25) 


NEW - How to Know and Grow Gesneriads 
Completely updated and rewritten. 56 pages, many color 
photographs. 10 or more copies $7 each postpaid; 25 or 
more copies $5 each postpaid. 


Please email <publications@gesneriadsociety.org> 
for more information. 
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How to Know and Grow 


(GESNERIADS 


A PUBLICATION OF THE GESNERIAD SOCIETY, INC. 
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CHAPTER PRESIDENTS 
Arizona Desert Sun African Violet and Gesneriad Society — Ann Stoetzer, 8327 W. Claremont 
St., Glendale, AZ 85305-2529 


Southern Arizona Gesneriad Society — Deb Weinman, 4587 N. Avenida del Cazador, 
Tucson, AZ 84718 


Arkansas Northwest Arkansas Gloxinia & Gesneriad Society — David Harris, 1372 S. Kentwood 
Ave., Springfield, MO 65804-0220 
California Culver City — Charlotte Rosengrant, 2705 Krim Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90094 
Delta Gesneriad & African Violet Society — Barbara Elkin, 2855 Gayle Lane, Auburn, 
CA 95602 


Grow and Study — AI Striepens, 2225 Deepgrove Ave., Rowland Heights, CA 91748-4208 
Peninsula — JoAnna Behl, 361 Tioga Ct., Palo Alto, CA 94306 
San Francisco Gesneriad Society — Katherine Henwood, 819 Linda Mar Blvd, Pacifica, 


CA 94044 
Colorado Gloxinia Gesneriad Growers — Allison Brigham, 1122 8th St., Golden, CO 80401-1009 
Connecticut Connecticut — (Contact) Marcia Kilpatrick, 139 Kenyon Road, Hampton, CT 06247-1112 
Delaware Delaware — Diane Abrahamson, 4003 Greenmount Road, Wilmington, DE 19810-3303 
Florida Caribbean Basin AV & Gesneriad Society — Allan L. Mink, 430 E. Dayton Circle, Ft. 


Lauderdale, FL 33312 
Suncoast — Melissa McDowell, 1502 Eastbrook Dr., Sarasota, FL 34231 
Tampa Bay — Jo Anne Martinez, 809 Taray de Avila, Tampa, FL 33613 


Georgia Atlanta Gesneriad Interest Group — William Crews, 5862 Musket Lane, Stone Mountain, 
GA 30087-1707 
Illinois Northern Illinois — Bob Nicholson, 8926 N. Greenwood Ave., PMB #282, Niles, IL 60714 


Kansas/Missouri Heart of America — Marian Schaaf, 
Massachusetts | New England — Ruth Campbell, 7 Collins Rd., Wakefield, MA 01880 


Michigan Southeastern Michigan — Richard Holzman, 3836 Jennings, Troy, MI 48083 
Minnesota Twin Cities Area — Mike Bagstad, 1776 Fry St., Falcon Heights, MN 55113 
Missouri Gateway West — Gary Dunlap, 4189 Jarvis Road, Hillsboro, MO 63050 


Nebraska/Iowa Omaha — Tom Bruning, 31233 Beechnut Rd., Treynor, IA 51575 
New Hampshire Granite State AV & Gesneriad Society — Pam Hager, 3 Gervaise Drive, Derry, NH 
New Jersey Frelinghuysen Arboretum — Karyn Cichocki, 79 Beaver Run Rd., Lafayette, NJ 07848 
New York The African Violet and Gesneriad Society of Western New York — Michael Kotarski, 
427 Chicora Rd., Lewiston, NY 14092 
Gesneriad-Dicts of Western New York — Linda Rowe, 12716 Coleman Rd., Red Creek, 
NY 13143 
Greater New York — Michael A. Riley, 101 West 104th St., New York, NY 10025 
Long Island — Joe Palagonia, 84-08 164th Ave., Howard Beach, NY 11414 
Vestal African Violet & Gesneriad Society — Colin Dimon, 833 E. Circle Drive, Vestal, 
NY 13850 
Oregon Mt. Hood — Vivian Scheans, 4660 SW Dogwood Drive, Lake Oswego, OR 97035-8412 
Pennsylvania Liberty Bell — Stephen Maciejewski, 2030 Fitzwater Street, Philadelphia, PA 19146 
Pittsburgh African Violet & Gesneriad Society — Georgene Albrecht, 101 Oak Heights Dr., 
Oakdale, PA 15071 
Tennessee Tennessee — Molly Schneider, 608 Hillwood Blvd., Nashville, TN 37205 
Washington Puget Sound — Rohm Gustafson, 158 18th Ave., Seattle, WA 98122 
Washington, DC National Capital — Carol Hamelink, 13707 Concord Ave., Laurel, MD 20707 
Canada Carefree — Florence Duesterbeck, 2235 Montreal Street, Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 1L7, 
Canada 
Edmonton — La Rae Pohl, 97-53431 Reg Rd., Ardrossan, AB T8G 2B3 Canada 
Toronto — Suzie Larouche, 50 John St., Suite 710, Toronto, Ont. M5V 3T5 Canada 
Vancouver AV & Gesneriad Society — Arleen Dewell, #311-2366 Wall St., Vancouver, 
BC, V5L 4Y1 Canada 
Sweden Gesneriasts of Sweden — Asa Tysk, Olandsresan 118, 757 55 Uppsala, Sweden 


Go to www.gesneriadsociety.org for chapter email contacts. 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Membership Cards: The address label on the back cover of GESNERIADS is your membership card. 


Bylaws: Copies of The Gesneriad Society Bylaws are available to all members by writing to Peter Shalit, 
1122 E. Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916. 


Chapters: Report changes of chapter presidents to the Chapters and Affiliates Chair and the Editor. 
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Donations 


The Gesneriad Society, Inc. is a tax-exempt organization with an IRS section 501 (c)(3) status 
for donations. You can make your donations online at www.gesneriadsociety.org. You may 
also send your donation (check payable to The Gesneriad Society) to: 
Paul Susi, Development Chairperson 
10 Briarwood Lane, Millerton, NY 12546 


For additional information, contact: <development @ gesneriadsociety.org>. 


Membership and Changes of Address 


The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark, 
1122 East Pike Street, PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


Changes of Address — Send changes of address to the Membership Secretary <membership 
@gesneriadsociety.org> 90 days prior to moving to avoid missing an issue. The Society is not 
responsible for replacing issues missed because of late notification of address changes. Back 
issues may be ordered from The Gesneriad Society Publications. 


Renewals — Send dues to the Membership Secretary. A Renewal Notice is sent two months 
prior to the expiration date of your membership. (The expiration date is printed on your mailing 
label/membership card on the back cover of GESNERIADS.) Please remit your dues prior to the 
expiration date to avoid missing an issue as we are not responsible for replacing issues missed 
because of late payment of dues. Back issues may be ordered from Publications. 


Application for Membership — The Gesneriad Society, Inc. 


WELCOME — membership in our international society includes quarterly issues of GESNERIADS — 
The Journal for Gesneriad Growers, a copy of How to Know and Grow Gesneriads, a packet of 
gesneriad seeds and a wealth of information about our Chapters, Flower Shows, Publications, 
Research, Slide Programs and Seed Fund. Membership begins upon receipt of dues. 


L] New Member Date 


L] Renewal Membership # 


Name 
FAMILY NAME GIVEN NAME MIDDLE INITIAL 


Address 


STREET 


STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY 


Telephone 


= 
a 


I wish to make an additional tax-deductible contribution of $ 

L] Frances Batcheller Endowment Fund (] Elvin McDonald Research Endowment Fund 
L] Color Fund for GESNERIADS L] Nellie D. Sleeth Scholarship Endowment Fund 
L] InHonor LJ Memory of 


Please make checks or money orders payable, in US$ on a US bank to: The Gesneriad Society 
Or, charge my L] VISA, or L] MasterCard 
Card # CVV # 


Exp. Date Signature Amount 


Mail to: The Gesneriad Society Membership Secretary, Bob Clark, 
1122 East Pike St., PMB 637, Seattle, WA 98122-3916 USA 


For application online: www.gesneriadsociety.org 
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